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the same roof and yet know each other as little

as Pooja’s parents did.
An Odd Week-end is a delightful story

| with not much of a storyline or plot to 1y. It
- describes the range of feelings experiencgd by
. Mitu, the usual, carefree middle or

DPEI-
middle-class schoolgirl, as she comgs into
contact with the women and children of/a trans-
Yamuna slum. The circumstances here/are much
more ‘everyday’ than, say. the next sfory, /[{ome
For Christimas, which appears, jyust a little,
contrived. Eleven-year-old Tina/plans for a
Christmas party with her father in/a Santa Claus
outfit. But it suddenly seems that her father, a
Major in the army, will not be able to be home
for Christmas. Tina feels lik¢/chucking up the
idea of the party. But she reglises that this will
sorely disappoint Nikki who, disabled and
lonely, has been eagerly lopking forward to the
party. Tina overcomes hey personal feelings of
depression and decides/to carry on with the
party for Nikki’s sake./with hersclf as Santa
Claus! However, the n¢gw Commanding Officer

' turns out to be Nikki’¢ grandfather. and he sces

to it that Tina’s Daddy is home for Christmas.

Never Talk tp Strangers deals with an
urgent, contemporgry issue. Children of nuclcar
familics with both parents going out to work.
often have to stgdy by themselves in their flats
for certain lengths of time. They are repeatedly
asked to be Avary of strangers who make
friendly overtures. This precaution 1is
absolutely necessary for safety. But in shutting
out strangefs, one may be shutting oul possible
friends as/well. How is one to know?

The Case of the Missing Gulab Jamuns
makes fhg point that everyday life is full of
mystepies and puzzles, though they may not all
figurg thicves or robbers or villains. It 1s also a
sad £ommentary on poverty and hunger —

evefyday matters in India.
Loser Takes It All tells us that even when

vne is faced with a scemingly unbeatable
hpponent, one should not lose heart, but try {o
fight back. A familiar line. But we all nced 1t to
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be told to us— almost everyvday.

Lakshadweep AMvstery reiterates Ahe
point that behind what appears to be an gxotic
mystery, there often lies a simple complex of
the human mind. And like mysteries/that get
solved. complexes too get cured. With Chikee
overcoming his fear of the water, the book ends
on a cheerful, bright — and righy—note.

Nature is described/vividly and
imaginatively in Lakshadweep Mystery. But in
the school stories. the Yanguage is too
reminiscent of Enid Blyton

Since other storieg have liberally used
italics. it is puzzling xvhy The Case of the
Missing Gulab Jamunf does not use them for
‘dekchi’. ‘bhaiva’, jbeta’. ‘kaka’. ‘samosa’,
‘khova’. ‘burfi’ of. for that matter, ‘gulab
jamuns’ (in italicg in A Strange Day s Story).
Loser Takes It AYl prints ‘yaar’ without italics,
while Lakshadweep Mystery does the opposite.
The editing cguld have been more carcful.

Howexer. the illustrations, both on the
cover and /nside. are completely in tune with
the book/Sandecp Sinha especially has been
able to/depict the right expressions on the
peoplg’ he has sketched.

At Rs 40. this book is a rare delicacy.
What is more. it should bc able to raise the
appetite for more of its kind.

—DIPAVALI DEBROY
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LEGENDS AND PARABLES OF

INDIA (English)

Equal to a Thousand and Other Tales ;
Manoj Das; Illustrated by Sisir Datta,
Published by Chandamama Pubns., 188,
N.S K. Salai,ladapalani, Madras; - 600026;
1996, Pages 51,Price Rs 25 .

The Magic Tree and other Tales;
Manoj Das; [llustrated by Sisir Dalta,
Published by Chandamama Pubns., 1996,
Pages 64; Price Rs 30.

The Golden Deer and Other Tales from
the Jatakas: Manoj Das; Illustrated, by Sisir
Datta: Published, bv Chandamama 1996;
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Pages 48; Price Rs 30. legends and parables. The similarity of
Legend of the Golden Valley;, contents has induced even the publisher to
Manoj Das; Illustrated by Sisir Datta: consider only a single prefatory note to be
Published by Chandamama 1996 Pages] 04, appropriate for all of them.
Price Rs 40, | Many may not view the publication of folk

tales and legends favourably. considering them
AR 5 B W O : as repetition. and dubbing them as ‘old wine in
Shiemun ool WRAGE . Dew bottles.” But their repetition does not make
sl e s B for monotony. It rather helps them in their
GOZden 2 | :sun-'i\'al. and conlinui'ly. By the time a new lot
* | |~ 1s published. there is a new generation of
1 €7 readers to read them. Sometimes the contents
and other lales from . y .o of the stories also undergo a sort of
* metamorphosis in the hands of new authors and
“illustrators. They provide a peep into the past,
and keep the culture and tradition of the country
alive. Though written for children. they are read
with interest by adults also. who are more
appreciative of the wisdom contained in them.
I'say this with my experience as Director
of the Delhi Public Library, where before the
commencement of the school summer vaca-
tions we used to replenish the stock of folktales
in all our branches. adding multiple copies of
. each title in every branch. As a result. the daily
e Issue at our branches doubled from day one.
At Shahdara it crossed 1500. I remember. About
80% of the borrowers were children. And at any
time all copics of the folktales were issued out
Later, we had to make special efforts to wean
children away from these folk tales.
It appcars paradoxical that in the present
age of science and reason folk tales have 2
strong appeal. even though they contain
clements of implausibility, likc magic, the
supcrnatural and the miraculous. Their appcal
perhaps lies in the fact that they are richly
endowed with the aroma of the native soil. Even
when repeated. they retain the charm of the
oft-frequented pathways. now half forgotten.
T'hey carry the wisdom of the ages and teach
moral values. without moralising.
One great service that they do. unnoticed.
Is that they quietly work for the unity of the
country and onecness of its culture. In the folk

I | MANOJ DAS

All the four books mentioned above are
the product of one publisher, creation of one
author, and the art work of one illustrator. like
one brand of sweets! All the participants in this
production have a well established name in the
field of children’s literature.

The author is one of the leading writers of
children’s books and has won scveral
prestigious awards. The illustrator has won
distinctions in his own field. The publisher too
1s a,big name in children’s literature. Thus what
we have in hand is a delightful quartet which
1s likely to grip the young reader’s attention.

The books are very well written. well
illustrated and well produced. The language
used is simple and far from verbose. The style
1s lucid and facile. A single thread runs through
the foursome. They all narrate folk tales.
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