. — — W
—— —

_— —— S S — | —

A

38 New Swatantra Times, o g oS

Book Review :

R - R - e— t e .
R —— e ili— — - —_—

RYCLONES i

L S (A Novel by MANOJ DAS) - Lol e - g

]
- ' ,
S

- (Sterling Publishers Private Ltd., New Delhi 110 01.6-_-.3'9&87- Rs. 125) £

"It used to be ;he-taék of the cuckoQs
to herald the advent of spring Into the

valley of Kusumpu. .Almost the first coo

emanating from the grove of the Chowdhu-
ries made a dozen voices restless. The boys
raised a sporadic riot of songs; the girls
hummed, smiling at one another”.

- Thus begins Cyclones, a novel by the
eminent Oriya writer, Manoj Das, a novel
that desperately tries to catch some of the
forgotten innocence and joy of rural India.
 Independence is just two years away. The
. Second World War has entered the last
phase. The centuries-old calm of Kusum-
pur lies shattered for the cluster of Krishna-
chura trees in the village have been felled
down for building an emergency air strip.
No more red Krishnachura blossoms for
decorating the hair of the villege girls, nor
cuckoos to herald the advent of spring.

The lone tiled house in the village
belongs to Sudhir, the adopted son of the
late zamindar, Hari Chowdhury. Sudhir
has been educated in the town. Having
come into his broken inheritance on the
- disappearance of Hari Chowdhury, Sudhir
is unsure of his moorings as yet. Just then
a cyclone devastates the entire country-
‘side. Kusumpur village 'iIs shattered, all
the: mud houses crumble, and the people
who manage to escape the storm’s fury
take refuge in Sudhir's home. The arch
rival of the Chowdhuries, Roy, also comes
with his daughter Geeta. The unspoken
romance bntween Geeta and Sudhir is, of
course, doomed from the beginning and
‘emains a sad elegy within the confines of

the novel.

Natural disasters mean relief work. A
group of young men and women descena
upon Kusumpur with bags of rice and

bundles of clothes, This Is another. kipa
of invasian.: ; The idealist among the’m1
Shyam, decides to work with the villagers
for their betterment. ;The rapacious Kamal,
however,, quietly plans to develop a real

estate business and ,a brewery, in ;theg

vilI’age. The vapid Reena is rudderless and
ends up as the glamorous devotee of the
jet-set Swamy,” Vikasttananda. |
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Meanwhile, the attempt to build the

‘emergency air-strip and a dock repairing:

war ships has assumed a threatening air.
It would mean the filling up of the river
Kheya. The villagers led by Shyam and
Sudhir oppose the move to silt up the tri-,
butary. A contractor is killed and Sudhir,
takes shelter in a forest hermitage for a
while. Time moves forward inexorably and
Sudhir gets in and out of experieﬁcﬁes
iIncluding a Hindu-Muslim riot and a spelill
in prison. Presently, elections are, on the
pecople and ‘he wily Sethji irom the town,
drags Sudhir to the limelight as a cancidate.
Manoj Das deals with the political psc.a-

dillos of the prosperous merchant wit: his?

‘characteristic dry humour. - As for instance’

when the Sethji assures the waveringr
Sudhir who has some scruples about the
basics of truth and honesty. ]
“All we have to do, .speaking franklyw;
though confidentially, ,is to be ready with
funds. Kusumpur should ‘give us a good !

vield, just as it has always yielded a

bumper crop. My humble enterprises on =
the very land you have offered us will take '

care of that. With you as my collaborator -

in politics, | can foresee my dreams mate-
rialising, one by aonel” da 7
: ..r'l

Sethji is of course the father of Ka'ma_,l aﬁd'::
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Reena.
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