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and a diffused narrative, this is an unusual and
imaginative book, says Indu Saraiva

O miniaturise into a
slim paperback novel
of amere 132 pages, the
many intangible forces
which over the years have
moulded Indian society, reco-
gnisable 'as such, is the distinc-
tive achievement ofthis novel. It
1S an unusual book not without
Its weaknesses—meandering,
diffuse, undistinguished in
style,and encumbered with nar-
rative detail which sends the
reader into tizzies. Neverthe-
less,awholepicture doescoagu-

\

late around the central figure of
the book, the erstwhile Raja of

Samargarh,once asmallprince-
lystateandnowafaceless acrea-

.ge of India.

Does the novelist regret the

passing of obsolete feudalism?

Das is careful about authorial
commitment on that count as he

The gentlemanly

tiger, the tiger of the title of the

book? Here, perhaps, lies the!

key tothe moral of Das’s novel.
The tiger is a law unto him-

self, killing and ' mauling at will.

Could it stand for the untamed

perils of the power game which

fillthe vacuum created between
an old world order changing to
the new in our country? The
question may soundtoo weighty
forsofragile anovel,butitkeeps
buzzing around one’s head like

a gadfly. The buzzing is further

intensified by the supernatural,
octopus-fingers Das  very

frequentlyperceivesinthenatu--
ral universe of moonlit forests,

jungle paths, abandoned lakes,
even bald hill tops. Again and

again, this perception is evident,

in his earlier writing, mainly
short stories, so reminiscent of

HG Well’s. The supernatural

Raja, burdened _
withthe weight. of

centuries—
centuries of
noblesse oblige, of
arcane beliefs—
suggests the

I'-

mpathy for all

thatthe Rajawas,
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and allthat he
stood for
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IS about commitment on the
leech-sucked anaemia caused
by the British interregnum in
India. He merely brings the two
together—at timesin confronta-
tion, at times in conjunction, as
historical realities. Yet, the
noble, gentlemanly Raja, burde-

ned, like Melville’s Ishmael,

with the weight of centu-
ries—centuries of noblesse
oblige, of superstitions involv-
ing human sacrifice, of yakshas
guarding underwater treasu-
res, of other arcane belief-
s—suggests the writer’s sneak-
ing sympathy for all that the
Raja was, and all that he stood
for.

Heera, the half-European,
half-Indian intruder from other
climes, is, on the other hand,
portrayed as an embittered vira-
go, a predatory and debilitating

presence The symbohsm here
is clear enough. But what of the

borders on extra-sensory per-
ception, and in this book, eyen
acquires a karmic presence,
generating a force of its own.
Perhaps it is an expression of
Das’s mystical side which drew
him from academia to the Sri
Aurobindo International Cen-
tre of Education in Pondicherry
where he currently teaches
English Literature.

Reviewers are often taken to

_task for reading too much into:
‘'some books. But when, asin this

novel, the sub-text releases the
imagination to explore spaces
of its own, the reader and the
reviewer alike, in their own dif-
ferent ways, can share a living,!
amplifying literary experience
with the writer.

A Tiger at Twilight, A Novel
by Manoj Das; published by
Penguin Books; price Rs 6J5;
pp, 132.
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'EXPLORING SPACES

Despite flaws such as an undistinquished style
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