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herry, Feb 27 : Manoj
o-year-oid internatio-
nally  acciaimed  bi-lingual
:*h; tirst Pondicherri-
‘0 De salac ced =CI’“ fht‘ S&I‘&S*
watl S , by the K.K Birla
o -f':;.:fi.'ar'm:'i fa:rr the year 2000.
A reciplent of the Padma Sri
iS perhaps
¢ Di-lingual writer in
the whole of Pondicherry and
nil Nadu to. be honoured
with the both the awards.
Mano] Das, an internationa-
ilv.  renovwned ' short story
Writer, novelist, essayist,

Pondic
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critic, columnist, editor, biogr-

| apher
| also excellec
ature.

of . Sri Aurobindo has
1 In children’s liter-
As a bilingual writer he
wields his pen in both his mot-
her tongue Oriva and English

with ease.

'resently  working in  the

l\nelish faculty of Sri Aurobi-
ndo
}‘:fh!r:‘*ﬁml.

International Centre of
Pondicherry, he

has started wntmg when he
was barely 14 and has written
over 40 books in Oriya and an
equal number of books in Eng-
lish.

A recipient of several awa-
rds including the Sahitya Aca-

demi Award for short stories

and BAPSI (Book Sellers and
Publishers
South India) as the best Engl-
ish writer for the year 1999.
Here are excerpts from the In-
terview with the The New In-
dian EXxpress Corre5pondent,
Debjanl Dutta.

: How do you feel now after

hav_ing received two great hon-
ours - the Padma. Sri award
and the Saraswati Samman in
the course of a few weeks, alth-

ough you had received several.

awards earlier including the
Sahitya Akademi Award? |

MD: Indeed, it is difficult to ar-
ticulate my feelings. I am a cre-

ative writer and I write out of
my inspiration. There is no ba- -
rometer to measure tl_le sublim-

R e e —

association of

ity of a piece. of writing. Hence,

in principle, awards can go to.

a Wrong person or a wrong
work too-though I would not

consider myself to. belong to.

the wrong category. However,

my satisfaction is, so many of

my fond readers grow happy
when I receive an award. They

take it as an endorsement of
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their apprematmn for my
works. That makes me happy.

IE:. We understand that your
first book was published when

o | you were in your early teens.
-What drew you to writing that

early ? - | _
MD: Somehow I never looked

SR -upon Wwriting as an activity

that was special. It was just a_
mode of expressing myself. I

took it as absolutely natural. If

some body asked me why or
how I wrote, I looked vacantly
at him or her. |
Why did you choose 'to be bi-
lingual writer? What did you
wish to achieve through it ?

MD: I began writing as was

natural, in my mother tongue,

Oriya. Years later, when I was

In my twenties, someone sho-
wed me the review of an Ind-
ian work in English which pas-

sed on abroad as anauthentic
picture of rural India. I felt de-
-pressed and annoyed. The pic-

ture was that of a false India,

an exercise in pseudo-realisni.
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Saraswati Samman award to Pondlcherry writer

Born in a remote vﬂlage and

-grown up in that atmosphere

till my early teens, I believed I
could portray a bit of true In-
dia. Thus, I was provoked to
write in English. I believe, I
have not failed in my purpose.
I have a discerning readership
In India and abroad and its res-
ponse justifies my decision.

IE: What do you feel about the |

present day writing ?

MD: If you mean writing a]l_
over the world, it is as it sho-
~uld be in keeping with . the

modes of life today - at once
complex, perplexed, disillusio-
ned about a fat 1ot of values

~and groping for new values-yet
‘indefatigable in its quest and

explorations. It is often vulgur

and pretentious, but sparks of

genuineness too are inevitably
there. If you are speaking on In-
dian writing, the best of it is'in

Indian Languages and not in

English. |
IE: What turned you to Pondl—

cherry? Why' did you make
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this your home? |
MD :In my quest for the mean-
ing and goal of life, I read seve-

ral philosophies in the course

of which I read Sri Aurobindo.
His vision of man as an
evolving being, the faith that
mind could be surpassed and a
greater faculty of consciousn-

“ess could transform mankind

if it is genuinely aspired for it,
proved convincing to me. I vis-
ited this place out of curiosity
and saw the Mother.

IE : Any message for the you-
nger writers ?

MD: Message hardly helps any-

body. It is the motivation - that
drives one’s pen in this direct-

ion or that. e T

- One may write for comme-
rce or.out of social commitm-
ent, or may write because h
cannot but write -that is to say
writing comes as a natural ins-
piration to him or her. My app-
eal to the last category is, let

us try to understand life which -

1s vaster than its appearance.



