


The first encounter with photography,
a hundred years ago.
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Thumb througly your f:'rmr‘f;-bhm::- album.

There are those glorious old photographs
thar bring fond memaories

Ire Black and white, Sharp and clear even
afier sixty, seveaty or hundred years

The cholce s quire clear

When vou shoor pictures for keep\.

shoor them on Black and White film
You'll be glad vou did

Memories may fade with timne.
Not Black & White pictures,

INDU B & W Roll Film
and Bromide Papers
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THE INDIAN MASONRY
IN THE PAST

I have heen a repular reader of THE HERIT-
AGE from its very first issue and now | am also 3
subscriber. In the August '88 number {Accent on
Pondicherry) 1 was g)lcasnm]}' surprised to read
something about the Indian masonryin the article
“An Unexplored Mine of Indian Hislory™ by
Vasundhara Filliozat,

I come from a village known as Karuppatti in
Madurai district. The adjacent village is known as
lrumbadi. 1 have heard since my younger days
that jaggery was used for the construction of
Thirumala Nak Palace at Madurai and that while
the same was prepared in our village, the iron
melung for the Palace was dooe at ITrumbadi,
Thus the villages derived their names. (The
names indicate the oceupation of the villagers ag
producers of jaggery and molten won—Editer),
What now remains of the Palace, thoogh said to
be anly a part, remind the visitors of the buildings
of ancient Rome marked by prand piltars. T have
glsn heard that Romans participated in the
construction of the palace. Till now 1 had not
found any confirmation of the legend regarding
the names of the two villages. Now, :Eacﬁng the
atoresaid article, Tam convinced of the veracity of
the legends,

May | request vou to gather more information
about the construction of the Naik Palace and
publish them m vour worthy magazine.

High Court,

Madras. —(Justice) P.K. Sethuraman

ACCENT ON PONDICHERRY

The Aupust B8 number of THE HERITAGE
wis simply beautiful. The Aceent on Pondichersy
moved me deeply.

| note a reference to the Cripps' proposals.
Actuslly a few hberal leaders including my
granduncle Sir Sivaswamy, Sir Te] Bahadur Sap-
ru, Javokur and others wrote to Churchifl. This
letter led on to the Cripps Mission (it is
documented in The Transfer of Power Volumes).
And my granduncle depended on Doraiswamy
Iyer (@) to get Sri Aurobindo’s blessings and (b)
tey zet s Sr Aurobindo’s Emissary to the Con-
press leaders.

Madras —A. Ranganathan

The August nmumber overwhelmed us. Never
before had any journal put Pondicherry in such
grand perspective. Although I have never been to
Pondicherry. 1 imhibed the spinit of this place
through this issue—an issue to be preserved
forever.

Calcutta —Subas Gangopadhyay

In the August “B8 issue with Accent on Pondicher-
ry, the correct spelling of the wown hall building is

AIRIE. Secondly, the photo at the left top n
#¥ape 34 shows o procession of Lord Shiva
(Bhikshandavar) at Karaikal and not of Manaku-
Ia Vinayagar at Pondicherry.

Pondicherry — V. Rajagopalan
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Can a rcmote place of this country be so
significant., sp meaningful to our life today and for
our life tomorrow? T did not know this until 1 read
the August '88 issue of THE HERITAGE. It
made many things clear to me., It is an issue nich in
information, reflection and. what is most impor-
tant, it gives us @ vision for the foturc.

Vadodara —Gopal K. Vyas

“CAN INDIA SKIRT THE
MACABRE OLYMPIC?"

The editorial in August "88 is 50 profound and it
concerns sich a fundamental gueston that [ wish
every educated Indian read . As yvou have
clearly said. it will be a sad day for humanity if
India too joins the nuclear race to death. But for
India to stand apart, despite its capacity to make
bombs, requires Indians to be a peaple different
from what they are todav, India must not fall a
victim to cheap and wvulgar culture and easy
olitics. 1 it does. it will [ose all eapacity to look
orward to a greater future which has to be a
spiritual future.
Jamshedpur ~ Dipankar
SIGNIFICANCE OF

HANUMAN'S STRENGTH

The series on the sacred trees and plants of India
by Richard Pearsan, supported hy sketches of
Bokul C. and photographs, intcrests me e [
Kindly refer to the article on Arka in this senes
(July "88). It is mentioned that the flowers are
offered 1o Hanuman who is the symbol of pure

physical strength. But | feel that Hanuman is
revered as the symbol of pure physcial strength
utlerly comsecrated fo the service of the Divine,
This consecration 1s the most significant aspect of
his strenpgth

Pondicherry —Ramakant Navelkar

TEN OR ELEVEN INCARNATIONS?

With pgrezt interest | have read the article on
Sringeri by Anup Kishore Das (July '88). The
total number of the incarnations of Yishnu IS ten,
But the writer has stated it to be eleven. including
the Buddha. [s it én errror?

Sambalpur —Sukumar Bhoi

The writer has only stated

what has been shown in the refiefs
of varied iconography in the remple
ar Sringert, There eleven incarnations
are depicted.

— Editor

THE VISION OF UNITY

I refer to the article on Sringeri. It is a great sense
of the unity of India that made Adi Sankara
establish four monasteries in four distinet direc-
tions of the country. And ages later, today we
stand divided along the lines of religion,

_ Perhaps the four monasteries can play an
important role in integrating our nation.

Bombay —5, A. Srinivasa Sarma

EDITORTAL AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE: .

Chandamamsa Buildings: Vadapalani, Madras-500 026, Tel: 423423, 421778, Telex: (41-347, Cables: ‘CHANDAMAMA'
REGIONAL OFFICES: NEW DELHI: Fla No. F-5, Bhagat Singh Market, New Delhi-110 001, Phome: 345040,
BOMBAY: 98 "Atlants’ %th Floor, 20, Backbay Reclamation, Narman Point, Bombay-400 (21, Phone: 223076,
BANGALORE: Flut No. 412, 'Shelter', 15, Palm (irove Rosd, Bangalore - 560 047. Phone: 564063

THE HERITAGE is published mosthly by Chandamama Publications, 188 N 5.K. Salsi, Vadapalani, Madras-600 (126,
Indin, Unauthorised reproductions in part or in whole, of any article, Mlistration and other materials published in THE
HERITAGE withowi the written permission of the publisher & illegal ond strictly forbidden. Any similarity between
characiers in the fiction published in THE HERITAGE and those desd or alive, i purely coincidental. Articies are to be
nddressed to the Editor, THE HERITAGE, Chandamama Buildings, Vadapalam, Madres-600 (26, Unsplicited neticles
eannot! he returnad unless sccompanied by self-addresed covers and postage. Articles published do not noeessarily reflect
the editorial views, Subscriptions are to be sent by MO, or Demand Draft i drawn in favour of Daolton Agencies) o Dolton
Agencies, Chandamama Buildings, Vadapalani, Madras-600 (26. Subscribers are requested (o notify change of address at
lesst six weeks in advance. Subscription: Annual Rs. 96.00. Overseas (by sea) U5 $14, Singapore S0 520, LLK £9.
W.Cermany D.M.25. and (by i) $30/ 5550/ £18/ DM .50 wely, (Rates ore subject o changs in freight).Overseis
subscription temittances sre 10 be made in favour of Char Publications, Vadapalani, Madras-S00 (0268,




THE
HCprmgjc FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

Now that the Defsmation Bill threatening the Freedom of the Press has been dropped, it 15
gxpected that both the Press and the people will make some dispassionate evaluation of the
situation. The Government, having done something to deserve congratulations, can relax.

Neither the Govermment nor the Press is run by angels. They irs run by parties or individuals who
are a]mbninus_ and often envious of each other, Both, in their own ways, are directly linked to the
people.

But there is an institution as the Government and an institution as the Press, above the parties
and the individuals controlling them. There are ideals attached to these inst&utions which are
independent of the pc,uEie running them _

But, in a democracy, there is a fundamental difference between the two institutions in regard o
the wav in which they operate, When the parties or the individuals who run the Government fail in
keeping up the ideal ol the institution, they can be voted out by the people. 1f the Press falls from its
idesl. no such remedial action is possible. In fact, the damage done by a bad Press can be far too
subtle to be undone. (The only saving grace here is, a bad Goverriment can affect all the people.
The influence of a bad Press is limited.)

Since the people running the Press cannot be voted out of power, if 4 group of people running a
Government at a given time find the Press to be running amuck with its fresdom, it will naturally
like to curb its freedom. It can do so by a number of means: threat, harassment, bribe, et elc.
Perhaps a more civilised means is o do it through legislation.

That is what the present Government wished to do. And it seemed Lo have stirred up a hornet’s
nest, The Press has spared no pains to condemn the move. It has :;:erhs&;s. devoted more space to this
chorus of condemnation than it had ever devoted to any other issue. No doubt, it has done so in its
Gwn interest, but in this case its own interest happens to he the interest of democracy in the larger
sense. It is fortunate that the move affecting the freedom of the Press came at a normal time 5o that
the Press could roar. Had it come. say, during an emergency, u faint mew is all it could have raised

Nobody can deny the fact the Press in India has enjoyed wide freedom. At the same time few
would dispute the fact that if it has not reduced that frecdom to licence, it has not always used that
freedom with conscience and prudence. The Press easily forgets the distinction between the man in

ower and the Government. Inits bid to demolish the image of an individual, it does not draw a line
between him and the position he oceupies. a position somebody else uccufried yesterday and
somebody else will occupy tomorrow. Even more easily it forgets another subtle but vital line. the
line between the individual as a politician and that very individual as a private person—as a father,
as a son. as @ man with his personal weaknesses or fancies which do not concern his politics or his
public life.

The Press generally does not remember when it damages an important position, while attacking
an individuat This is bad for the country, harmful to a teasonably dignified runmng of the
Government.

During the last two decades there has been an unfortunate deterioration in the level of our social
culture. There has also been a fat crop of glossy newsmagazines. (Isit a mere coincidence?) Instead
of trying to arrest the aforesaid deterioration, these magazines have contributed o it. Some of them
vie with one another in injecting titillation into their readers. When they fail 10 find enough
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sensation in the events around, they invent or exaggerate. They da so to sell more. To sell more
R mweans to get more advertisements which means to set more profit. There are other benefits 100,
— Anyhody who wields power can go about gathering benefits if he or she so wishes. And the

newspaper and the magazine—particularly if it has a lasge cireulation—is a power.

And Nature— millions of trees—are felled to serve the owner's fust far money and the reader’s
lust for gossip araund politicians and film stars.

Thus. the reading habit of a new gencration has been corrupted. Such readers look for ever more
e sitillation. more and more sensation and the magazines must fulfil their demand or collapse. ltisa
' vicious circle. '

Coming to the issue of defamation, the Press should not elaim any greater right 10 protection than
an individual. Common sense tells us that if X brings an allegation against Y, it is the business of X
to prove il. The Press should be repared to be in the position of X and own up i1s obligation to
prove iteeallegation, The Press has an inescapable responsibility towards the individual whose
character or conduct it is questioning in the public. Indeed. that responsibility should be considered
sacred.

How many times does the Press publicise s generously its own mistakes as it does the mistakes of

others? -
E Although the issue in question was only defamation, the Press would do good to reflect on its own
L record in relation to the great power at its disposal —its freedom. Even if the Government of'a time
. is obliged to refrain from passing a legislation to check the Press, nemes:s can strike through some
pther unforeseen manner.
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But if the Press is found wanting in performing its own duty and in discharging its responsibility,
the remedy is not to curb its freedom. There must evolve a sound way for a continuous dialogue
between the Press and the Government, between the Press and the people. The peaple involved in
the Press themselves must make & continuous evaluation of their performance and at least some
mutual eriticism and self-eriticism. They can call for & review of their performance from the
intellectual elite of the country.

However irresponsible a section of the Press may prove, given the freedom, there will be always
sane and sensible voices. Experience shows that the prople respect newspapers and magazines
projecting such voices and not the ones which simply command circulation. Besides, it is only the
free Press that can expose a My L massacre or a Watergate or a Bofors. Once the freedom is gone.,
the Press may not be able to speak lies. but it will not be able to speak the truth either. Hence, the
politicians must ensure the freedom of the Press at all cost—even at the cost of having to endure
matice. No group of politicians can dream of ruling the country forever, For their temporary gain.
thely must not scrap an ideal which is far more important than their interest.

The freedom of the Press must be guaranteed even for a far greater reason, It iy through freedom
that an individual can give his best; you can meet a genius in an individual, not in # state machie. It
is through freedom that mankind can evolve, Freedom is a truth of our soul,

Freedom of the spirit is a must and henee freedom of the Press. This is the maost important thing to
remember. We do not know how many people of the Press were protesting againat the Defamation
bill with thiz truth for their inspiration, We need not be very proud of the fact that the ‘entire Press’
was one on the protest front. Many of them were crying because they would [ose their licence; they
are not very serious about the real freedom because they do not believe in the freedom of the
individual to retain his or her dignity.

THE THIRD CHILD

ON  Thisis the third time; [ hope good luck lies in odd numbers. . . There is divinity in
odd numbers, either in nativity, chance or denth,” said Shakespeare in The Merry
THE Wives of Windsor.
In the East, "Three’ has always been a mystic and auspicious number. We have
TIDES three great Gods, three modes of Nature {Sartva, Rafas and Tamas) so on and so
forth. But the governments today are not in1"Ju|é:nr.:r.:f.[F by this. There is a growing
OF tendency in several countries including ours to brand the third child as
TIME unwarranted, -:]esenrirag to be deprived of at least some af the social benefits.
( God planned 4 good earth. Even after Satan sabotaged it, God saw ta it that
good people outnumbered bad ones. He destroyed the whole towns of Sodom and Gomorrah wien
their I'-‘-Sl'all‘:ﬂti grew vicious, but only after His angels whisked away to safety the solitary family that
was good,

But that was at the infancy of humanity. Over the ages man has grown adult. He is capable of
destroying himself without God's help, for Satan now remains distributed amon more or less all.

It was nearly two hundred years ago—when few would have thought of population as «
problem —Malthus cautioned, “Population, when unchecked. increases in geomeirical progres-
sion. Subsistence only increases in an arithmetical progression.” (The Frincipie of Population,
1798), His theory that nature achieved a balangs between population and subsistence through the
decimating effects of war, famine and pestilenee has been held up to much ridicule, But as time
Easses. Malthus tends 1o vindicate himself with a venzeance —thanks to man's propensity for

elping nature in that direction.

A European father once reported to me the reaction of his littls son to a class explaining sex and
rocreation: “For shame! s it that easy? | thought there was something really arduous and great
¢hind my making!”.

That is 1t. Every child. if we expect him to take himself seriously, ought to believe that there was
really much behind his making—the parents” aspiration, a lot of care and preparation, love and
expectation—not just o mechanical physical act, Indispensuble though the family plannin
propaganda is, there is no doubt about the fact that it has knocked off the sort of mystery an
sanctity which went with the institution of child-birth, particularly in India. No villager now argues
against the drive saying that Mother Devaki had 1o wait till her eighth conception for Lord Krishna
lo incarnate!

While family planning has come to stay, what can be avoided ar this stage is anything that would

make the third child feel unwanted and guilty. Whip the parents by all means, but spare the child. _

We haye already too much pessimism and anarchy among the new generation of Kids. Let not the
third child add to the situation by fecling himself a third class citizen. Onee born. if born at all, let
him grow as innocently as the lirtle logician in this limerick:
“Two kids make the parents happy’
The family planning ad was observed by Bapi
Said he, “My parents dear,
Must be four times happier,
For we are eight round kids altogether!™

]
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YESTERDAY'S
MOOD AS
CAPTURED BY
- SHANKAR

Hay the situation changed since the publication of
this cartoon in Shankar's Weekly in 19577

{IWTOBER |

IRET : Annie Besant bornin
London

[854 : Pastage sumps intro-
drced in fndia,

P54 : Andhra Pradésh be-
fﬁ‘_ﬂf{'f i ‘-E‘Pi'"ﬂ-"{’ State.
[958 = Indin adops metric
sysient of weight,

T978 - The miniwrme wr-
ridgeable age of a gird s
raived from 15 yegrs to 18
years and that of @ boy from
I8 1o &8 years

(MTORER 2

1869 ;. Cramedhifi {5 born.,
P Lol Bahadur Shasor
{a. Bopn,

'¥3z . Communiy De-
velogpmen:  Programme s
launched.

CTOBER 3

3T Mysore iy faken aver
by the Britsh

1977 Smt Indira Gandhi
arrested on corruption
charges. This 11 the  first
instance of an éx-Prime
Minisrer betng urrested
OCTORER 6

1868 : Tndign Penal Code fx
passed fnfa law
{INTORER &

1932 ;. Rova! [Indian Air

Foree s commissioned.
1936 - Munshi Promehand,
the grear Hindi writer, ex-
pires.

1970 . fayaprakash Narayan
exprires.

OUTORER 9

1877 : Pandic Gopa Ban-
die Das v born

Faif & Indian Air Force
COormiey frn'{i' craience

1970 Bhabs Atoinic Re
search  Cenrre tn Bosrbay
produces Uraniuns 233
I970 . fnrernotional Dicect
Diailinme iy infrovduced  bie-
tween Bombay and
London.

OCTOBER 19

1539 : Guri Nanak expires
ar Karlarptr, aow Ko as
Dera Boba Nonak

1730 Clive Sails from
Muadrags with 3 men-of-war
and five oifier vessels. with
I Enrapean and 506 fn-
iy SEpovs. 0 récapiure
Calonita,

GCTORER 11

T2 favaprakash Naravan
i barn,

OCTOBER 12

T067 - The Warking Corn-

miftes n‘”aumm arrd Kash-
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THIS
MONTH IN
INDIAN
HISTORY

mir Nationa!  Conference
wnanimensty vores in
Savour of perinunent access-
sman of the Stare 1o India.
OCTOBER 13

079 A great storm: in
Masulipatam drawny
20,000 peapie,
OCTOBER 15

{342 ¢ Emperor Akbar i
born af Umiarkot in Sind.
1676 ;. The Briish Grown
auffiormes Eovt fndig Com-
pany o mint two {ypes of
coing in Bambay, 'Rupee’
and ' Pice’,

1686 : Auranezeh capiires
Bijuapur, biringing o an end
the IT0-vear old indepen-
dent Adil Shahl dvrnasty.
1932 - The first girline;
‘lata Airlines” is launched
i gize Tams,

OCTOBER 14

1905 : Partition of Renpal
gnnounced hy Lord
Curzon,

T968 » Hargovind Khorana
geis the Nobe! Priza in
Medicine & Physiology,
OCTORER I7

1605 : Emperor Akbar dies.
1920 = Communisi Party of
fredia 15 formed fn Tash

heni

OCTORER 18

1950 » The first Himulavan
Car Rally & flagged off
Jrom Brabourne Stadilm of
Borthay.

OCLTOBER 20

a6 : The first Al India
mountaineering  expedition
conguers Cilienty  Peak.
Ionl - Ching attgcks India
trd  tries 1o penetraie
through Arunachal
Fradesh,

OCTOBER I

1296 Alawddin Khilji
ascends the throne of Defhi
after decliring Bimself the
‘yultan’

1034+ Jayaprakash Nardyin
evtabiishes Covpress Soeial-
st Farty.

OCTORER 32

T997 | Pakixtan: eibesmen
mugde Kashmir,

T962 © Bivakrg Mangal Mul
Hpurpose River Valley Pro-j
et India's higgese, s dedl
eated to the natien by Prigmg
Minister Fawaharlal Nehru.,
OCTORER 13

1623 o Satnr Tulsidas of Sri
Ramacharitamanasa fame
rxpires,

i76d = Mir Kagim i defe-
ated i the battle of Buvar,
NTORER 24 F

1577 = Amrusar City is
Ffownded by the third Sikh
Ciurn Kumias,

1579 - Jesuit Father 5S4
Thomay Stephens is the firse
Englishmun to come 1o In-
die. He areives ot Gia in o
Portugnese ship.

1605 . Emperor Ielangir
{Prince Safim) asceneds the
threne

1851 Firse tefegraph line is
opened  beiween  Culeutig
amd Diumand Harhotr,
1984 - Mewrs Ruil of Calityr-
i has it first commercial
run betwesn Esplanade and
Bhowanipure stations, a
distanice of & km.

(K TORER 25

94+ The military  tank
produced at Avads s named
~Vyayanta,

1971+ National Commitee
Jor Science and Technology
iy el II.D.

OCTOBER 24

1962 : Conseqguent to
Chinese imvasion the Presi-
dqm makes ¢ Proclamation
of Emergency Jor the first

tinte,

1969 :  Armstrang and
Alidrin, the Apolle IF astro-
Mgty wite were the firsi rmen
o land om the moon, aerive
in Borhay.

OCTOBER 27 -

1547 Mahdaraga Heri Singh
af Kachmer signyg the Instry-
mentl of Accession fo firdie.
(MTORER 24 -

1867 @ Nixter, Niveditg [k
barn fa freland
(ETORER 29

T2 = Tarmia Millia fslamia
i esteblished drroueh the
efforts of  Zakir Hussain
ared . Al Feacibar
DCTORER 30

1883 : Swami  Dayvananda
Sarazwati evpires,

PS5 - Inedia foined the Un-
tted  MNattons (theugh sl
rtder the British rife).
(MTOBER 31

I875 . Vullabhbhai Paef s
B,

1906 : Mikir Sen swims
icrony the Pamama Cenal
1954 - Priome Minister Smi.
Tneliva Crandh v shor degd
o fuer own securiny gleards,
Kajiv Gandiii i sworn i g
e sixthsPrime Miuster,

Flagiv G
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