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Equally with the philosopher and the king, Indian civilisation
was advanced by the potter, the weaver, the carpenter, the
mason, the sculptor, the ironsmith and
the goldsmith.

Now, as then, they need patrons: for
inspiration and survival.

Visit Poompuhar showrooms for
bronze icons, brass lamps of different
sizes and craftsmanship, carved wooden
El:_aneis and doors, stone sculptures,
anjore art plates in different sizes,
temple jewellery, old Tanjore paintings, i

korai grass mats in different colours,
cane products, lace and embroidery
from Nagercoil, applique And

kalamkari products,

#% POOMPUHAR
——

THE TAMILNADU HANDICRAFTS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Governmenl of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

MATDIRAS 818 Anna Salai, Phone:B32724: NEW DELHI: C-1, State Emparia Cntirx, Raha Kharak Singh Marg,

Phone :343913 :CALCUTTA : Shops 21 and 22, First Floor CIT Shopping Complex, Dakshinapan, 2 Gariahat Road,

BANGALORE: 104/10%, Rrigade ﬁmd, Phone : 576582, Our Showrooms are also at Madurai, Trichy, Tanjore,

Coimbatore, Salem and Tirmnelveli. DAPRIEET /M5/88/ ARIES
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THE CONCH OF VISHNU
1 refer to the drawing of a "five-fingered shankh”

{(January 1988 issue, p.43). The illustrated shell is
neither a shankh as usually understood, nor is it the
symbol of Vishnu. It belongs to the group of "wing
shells” (or Strombidae) and is called a “spider
conch® (Lambis lambis in Latin} and is quite dif-
ferent from what is known as “sacred conch” (Tir-
binella pyrum) and no conch at all as it belongs to
the family of Volutes EPbimidn'é . This Turbineila
pyrum is the symbol of Vishnu; it is the only shell
that can be seen in pictures or on sculptures of
Vishnu.

The holiness of the "sacred chank" (sansk
samkha) can be traced into dimmest antiquity. There
are several legends which try to explain the origin
of the special place this shell takes in Indian ritual
and folklore. The following story f[ound in the
Bhagavata Purana (X, 45) may serve as an example.

Krishna and Balarama were about to leave their
guru Sandipani and persuaded him to ask for his
preceptor's fee (gurudakshina). Sandipani, after
consultation with his wife, requested the restoration
of his son who had drowned whilst bathing in the
sea, The two illustrions disciples agreed, sa "So
be it!" and mounting their chariot, the two brothers,
presently reached Prabhasa and, going near the
seashore, squatted there for a moment.

Coming to know of their divine character, the god
presiding over the ocean brought presents for them.
The Laord said to him, "Let my preecptor’s son be
restored at once~the same child who was swallow-
ed up by you in a great wave here.”

The god of the ocean replied, "1 did not carry
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away the child, O Lord! There is a great demon
belonging to the Daitya class, Panchajanya, who
lives under water in the form of a conch, O Krishnal
The child was surely carried away by him."
Hearing this the Lord speedily plunged into the
water but on killing the demon did not find the child
in his bowels. Taking the conch that formed the
Daitya's body the Lord returned to his thariot.
Then going to the beloved city of Yama,
Sanyamani, 5ri Krishna, accompanied by Balarama,
who had a plough for his weapon, blew the same

conch. Hearing the blast of the conch Yama, the
chastiser of the people, offered to them worship on
# grand scale, accompanied with devotion, and ben-
ding low, addressed Sri Krishna: "O Vishnu, disguis-
ed as a human being by way of sport, what can we
do for you both?”

The glorious Lord said: "O great ruler, fetch my
preceptor's son, who was brought here as a result
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of his own karma!" Handing over to their precep-
tor his son, brought by Yama with the words, "So
be it,” the two brothers forthwith returned to their
city...

It will have been noied that Sri Krishna was ad-
dressed by the god of the ocean as “Vishnu, disguis-
ed as a human being” which must mean, in fact,
that Krishna's and Vishnu's chank are identical,
namely the “conch’ called "Panchajunya”. And this
takes us directly to the battleficld of Kurukshetra
where at the beginning of the battle the leaders on
both sides blew their conches to encourage their
followers and dishearten their opponents, Then Sri_
Krishna and Arjuna, seated in a t chariot with
white horses voked to it, blew their celestial conch-
shell horns. Sri Krishna blew his conch Pancha-
Jjanya, Arjuna blew Devadutta, and Bhima of terri-
ble deads sounded his great conch Paundra... that
tumultuous uproar pierced the hearts of the
followers of Dhritarashtra...”

Camp; Pondicherry

Ered Pinn is an authority on shells,
Besides, he is a teacher with consider-
able experience in compiling education-
al material on several subjecis. He
works in London where he has built up
a "Knowledge Bank" for the use o

teachers,

-Editor]

"THE BIRTHPLACE OF MAN"
The article on Konkhal (March '88) made us
much more aware of the significance ol the Hard-
war area than we were, To my knowledge, nobody

- Fred Pinn

so far had described Konkhal as the birthplace of
man though the author has narrated the legend
naturally leads u to the conclusion that Konkhal
indeed was the birthplace of man from the point
of view of mythology. It is a pity that THE
HERITAGE should not give the full name of the
author of such a good feature.

Camp: Meerut
In using psendonyms or mere mitials, we
only comply with the wish of the authors,

- Editor.

- Roma Basu

THE WORLD OF DREAMS™

The series has begun to change my attitude to
dreams. | am reviewing a commen phenomenon of
my life in newly acquired sarnest, Please continue
this series till Devapriyo has said all that is of worth
on this subject. The series is fascinating.

Trivandrum - V. Jacob.

"TAPARTHEID"

Thanks for the article (March ’'88). The word
(Afrikaans) literally means “apari-hood”. That
apart-hood can be a political policy, is a shame. But
the 20th century man has to live amidst a variety
of shameful experiences—including daily massacre
of innocent men, women uhis children while tﬁ
are sleeping or eating or watching a programme.

murderers call this their political policy!

New Delhi - K. P. Rajan
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BHARAT BANDH!

One of the few phrases that is proving difficult to stomach is Bharat Bandh, Those who use the term
enthusiastically are the kind of people who do not find anything unpalatable with the name “hot dog”
for the food they ear.

Does Bharat consist of shops and trucks and rickshaws that when we oblige them to stop function-
ing, Bharat is shut down? Bharat Bandh is a phrase insulting to Bharat ‘a.lsha.

A staggering amount of hypocrisy and self-deception are thriving under this phrase. It does not
require any cleverness to predict the statements the Bandhists and the anti-Bandhists will make the
day after—the Bandhists will hail it as a great success feigning a benevolent innocence of the possibili-
ty of any other estimate of the situation and will congratulate themselves and thank you and [ for
making it so; the anti-Bandhists will butter their words with a liberal amount of chuckle and pro-
nounce the event (o be a stark failure.

And, of course, there will be that part of our Press not committed to this party or that which will
say that it was a ‘partial success’! i

The parties concerned have something to flatter themselves by. The Bandhists would be pleased with
their 'achievement'; the anti-Bandhists with their ‘achievement’ in foiling it. But at whose cost and
what cost do they find such satisfactions? What really happens? A day’s default in work involves crores
of rupees of national loss. But let us forget that. What is really painful is the total irrational and tyran-
nical treatment and violence to which the common people are subjected. Those politicians who speak
that their form of protest through Bandh is 'non-violent' are either liars or too ignorant to see the
reaiity. Thousands of men, women and children are stranded on the railway platform or the bus-terminus,
bearing with innumerable inconveniences; patients proceeding 1o hospitals are detained midway resulting
in death and irreparable damage; distressed relatives rushing to attend to near ones on deathbed fail
1o reach on time, thereby having to bear forever an anguish which nothing can compensate, the rickshaw-
puller, the cobbler, the poor vendor who depend entirely on their daily earning starve, an auto-driver
who had been emotionally moved to carry an old woman who was under a vow to perform a puja
in & cerain temple is beaten up. Must the organisers of such Bandhs still add insult to injury by calling
their action non-violent?

Certain kinds of protest had been formulated during the colonial days and they are associated with
some hallowed names. That does not entitle the present-day politicians to make a patent of these modes
of protest for their satisfaction and for benefit of the rowdies. To repeat a certain practice despite a
total change n circumstances, without any true assessment of its impact on the people, is not only
bankruptcy in imagination, but also a demonstration of blatant arrogance and cruelty. This must stop
and the politicians should evolve some new forms of protest.




When a certain organisation or a trade union launches a march or goes on strike, it is within its
right and the step is often necessary, provided it is spontancous. But no organisation or political party
has a right to impose a 'strike’ on the nation. Any political party which thrives by the rule of democracy
cannot claim a right to deprive the common citizens of their most fundamental rights—their free move-
ment, their access to food or treatment. But that is exactly what the Bandhists do. And they know
it; they know that most of those who seem to have responded to their call have done so out of sheer
fear. Still they continue in their ritual.

Dear politicians, please sit down and formulale some other means of protest, where your target
is not the common man and the nation, Bharat. If you have some wish left in you for setting yourself
free from delusions, some new idea for serving your purpose without confronting the common marn
should not defy your capacitv. ’

LURE OF THE FALSE NIGHTINGALE

ON Isaac Asimov informs us that the newspaper, Free Press, offered 120 households of
the city of Detroit $500 cach if theinmates of the house would refrain from watching
THE television for a month. Ninety-three of the families flatly declined the offer, Even-
tually only six families entere ;:: "test’, Th:gj surv:lhw the month all right, but the
survey showed that they felt "depressed, bored and nervous” al times.

TIDES  An example of how total man’s surrender to new ways of lifestyle can be!
In his article that appears in this issue, Prof. K. R. Srinivasa lyengar reflects on
OF he situation created by technology ‘s invasion of our life. Appropriately, he reminds
us of the fabled nightingale which used to bring solace to a monarch, its subsequent

TIME replacement by a mechanical nightingale and the aftermath.

Nature and the right human relationship have been the traditional antidotes to depression, boredom
and nervousness since times immemorial in the life of the average man. Television is taking their place,
but deceptively. It will make man its slave in return for continuous entertainmeni and information,
but is most likely to make him less and less of a natural man.

This is a situation in which mere reflection is not enough. We must stop this drift in our own life.
Howsoever entertaining or informative the TV programmes may be, they are no substitutes for our
reading and reflecting on a work of worth, for the warmth of human relationship and our remaining
in meditative solitude at certain moments in our life.
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GOPAL ROY'S Collection of Poems

‘A STREAM OF
STREAMS’

is published
Price Rs. 8.00 only each

Gopal Roy is a NEO-MODERN, but at the
same time he regards his HERITAGE. He seeks
the truth and discerns himself through his poetry.
Sometime The Ramayana and The Mahabharata,
sometime modern physics, astronomy and higher
mathematics contribute to his imagination.

Swapan Bhandary, a nationally important artist
of younger generation, has written,— Gopal
da... As poetry and paintings—the blue and
yellow give rise to the green in cinema, the three
are trying to enter into my paintings. This too is
found in your poetry. Probably this is occasional,
but this has really happened... the pictorial
quality of cinema has come into the poetries and
has made these poetries more poetic... With the
appearance of imagery and the soul of cinema

your poetry is charming... (From a leter dated
15.5.87)

A new way of thinking has attracted Mulk Raj
Anand. He has written—"... 1 fecl that our
mutual interest as creativeness need some time
when we can... go on saying our loud thinks for
some hours’. (from a lerer dated 14.9.86)...
‘either you come down to Calcutta or 1 come to
Bolpur'... (from a letter dated 19.9.86)

w

. DISTRIBUTORS
Dipali Book House, 12/1B, Bankin: Chatterjee 5t.,
Calcutta-73. ;
Bolpur Pustakalays, Rabindra Sarani, P.O. Bol-
pur-Shantidiketan, Dt. Birbhuny West Bengal,
PIN-T31 204.
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MAY |
1885 Labowrers of Chicago
fUiE.A.) demonstrated

demanding 8§ hours af
fabaur, & howirs af social and
cultural octivities and 8§
hours of rest. The day is
observed ar  Waorkers
Solldarity Day.

1897 Ramakrishne Mission
was fourded by Swami
Fivekananda,

1923: Singaravely Chettiar
[first ohserved ‘May Day' in
India.

1926-fim Carbett kilted the
man-eating leopard of Rudra-
prayag which wok a toil of
more than 300 lives.

1960 Bombay Siete was
bifurcated into Maharashira
amd (iujaret,

MAY 2

JOERPublic Provident Fund
Bill was pussed by Lok
Scriha,

MAY 3

I764:Mir Kassim, the depos-
ed Nowah of Bengal, sup-
poried by the Emperor of
Pethi atincked Patna, bt
losr fo the British,

[788: Clive landed in Caleut-
fa for the second time.

1903: The first complere In-
dign feature [film ‘Raja
Harish Chandra’ was ex-
Iibited in Bombay,

MAY 4

1799 Tipu Sultan was kifled
in the battle of Sriranga-
pairan. ‘

1980 The day was declared oy
the Coal Mimers" Dy
MAY &

1529:Nusrar Ali, the Afghan
ruler af Bengal, lost ro Babar
in the barile an the banks nf
the Grogra river.

[389 fansen, the [egendary

il | [

musician died.

1775 Maharaja Nanda
Kumar was arresfed.

MAY 7

1848 Caloutita Female School
fpresently Bethune School)
way exfublished in Celoutta
by Eliot  Drinkwater
Bethune ond Ruam Gopal
Ghose,

I861 " Poer Rabindra Nath
Tagore i harn,

MAY &

I954; Governmend of fndia
decided to merge Chander-
nagar, @ French passession,
with West Bengal,

1043 Centenary of Indian
Red Cross iy celebrated. The
day ir glso ohserved as tie
World Red Cross Day.
MAY ¢ |
1540 Maharana Pratap of
Mewar is born,

1866 Gapal Krishna Gokhale
iz harn,

MAY [t}

1526 Bobar enters Agra, ofter
kis victory in the first batile
uf Panipar.

1857 Concrete owilireak of
Sepoy Mufiny in Megrur.
MAY i/

1857 8epov Mutiny spreads
rar Delhi,

1950:The new and the ninth
Semmach rernple of Gujaral
ix opened by President Ra-
Jendra Prasad. -
MAY 2 .
1915 Revolurionary Rash
Behari Bose leaves Mndia on
rhe Japarese steamer Samidk
Moaru, wunder the assumed

name P N, Tagore
MAY I3

1648 The Red Fort af Dethi

is reqdy for use.
1914 . 3.5 Komagata Moru

regches Vancouver,

N INDIAN HISTORY

1962 8, Radhakrizhnan
becomes the second Fresi-
dent of India.

1967 Fatcir Hussain becomes
the third President of India
MAY I5

I873:fn England decision is
taken 1o dissalve the Eas! fn-
dig Company.

1878 Young rebels of Brahmo
Sama) come ouwl and start
Sadharan Brahmo Samaj,
1958:Gifr Tax Act comes in-
o force.

MAY i6

1911 Tellah Water Tank of
Calcutra, the world 's largest
overhead water fank, is com-
mitssioned,

I960: Telex Service i in-
augurated berween India and
LK.

J975. Sikkim is integrated
with Indig as its 22nd stare.
MAY 7

1540 Sher Shah defeats
Humayun ar Hardol in the
battie known a8 the hattle of
Kenitif.

1775 The bartle of Arras ber-
ween the Brifish and the
Marathas & fought

1545 India decides ro rermain
with Commonwealth of
Nations.

1976 Four Indians suocessful-
Iy ski down the stopes of
Thisui' peak and put Tndia
on lop of ski map of the
world,

MAY 8

1974 India's Jirst nuclear
detonation I3 effected
wndergrowund at 805 am. of
Pokhrart in Rajasthan desert,
MAY 19

1904 Sarmshedfi N, Tuta dies
1971 The first siebmarine
use af the Indiagn Navy, Fir
Baku, iv commissioned ol

Visak hapatasm.

MAY 20

1498 Vasco De Garma an-
chors for the first time near
Caficur

1932 Rerowned nafionalist
Bipin Chandra Pal dies.
1965, The first Indian feam
regeies Mt Foenest summif.
MAY 2/

1855, Bhabatarini Kali Tem-
ple of Dakshineswar is con-
secrated by Rani Rasmion,
193 5 Ouetfa is devasraed by
an edrihguake,

MAY 22

1488 Vaseo D Gama nieets
Zamorin of Callewr for the
Sirst time.

1345 50er Shah dies.

I772. Rom Mohan Ray is
barn,

MAY 23

1984° Smt. Bachendri Pal
becomes the  firsr Indion
weran 1o reach the summit
af Mt Everest,

MAY 24

195525006k Lirth anniver-
sary of Lord Buddha is
abserved,

MAY 25

1506 Sikh Guru Arjundev
dies af torture under orders
from Mughal Emperor
dakangir

1886 . Revolutionary Rash
Hehari Bose @5 born.

MAY 26

1739 Afehanistan is severed
Srom India as the resuli of a
freaty beiween the Mughal
Emperor Muhammad Shah
and Nudir Shah of Tran,
MAY 27

95 L Capyright Bill s passed,
1964 Ja waharial Nehra dies.
MAY 28

I5372" Maharana Pratap
uscerndy the throne of Mewar.
1883V.13. Savarkar is born,
MAY 19

1658 In the batile of
Sarmusarh Aurangzeb defears
Dara Sukoh in rthe sfrugele
for Delhi throne.

1947 Indian Standards In-
sritution is established.
1972:Dacde Sakeb Phalke, the
doyen of Indign film in-
dusiry, dies.

MAY 30

1915 Poer Rabindra Nath
Tagore gives up his

A Knmighthood fritle 'Sir’) as a

protest against Jotlanwala
Bagh miassecne.

MAY 31

197 5T he first Indian farmy)
ream climbs the Kan-
chenjunga,
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