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“For every breath one takes, a
child dies from a vaccine -
preventable disease.”

Every year, 3.5 million children die for want of vaccine,
Imagine, the population of cities of the size of Ahmedabad or
Bangalore annihilated every year.

“Can we afford to wait?”

Help implement POLIOPLUS PROGRAMME of

Rotary International

Supporting the immunization programmes of UNICEF and WHO.,

Besides funding for vaccines, POLIOPLUS helps increase the protec-

tion levels of those programmes through SOCIAL MOBILIZATION
i.e. community education, volunteer support and public promotion.

Rotary will fight Polio.Plus measles, diphtheria, tuberculosis, whoop-
ing cough and tetanus.

For a child it could be a matter of life or limb.

Give generously to PolioPius

Cun &nd ol o ;
Chairman
POLIOFLLS CAMPAIGN TRUST

128, Golf Links ey g LYy A W T W
New Dethi-110 003

Here's what You Can Do

YES. WE WISH TO SUPPORT THE POLIOPLLS CAMPAIGN TRUST |
We enclose our Chegue/Draft ol Rs. .o vs v

f..l'?l‘[;'.l.nf.i Diratts showld be drwm i Gvour of
POLIOPLLS CAMPAIGN TRUST payabie in
Bombay, Contributicns are exemipied from
incorne X widker secnor- 80 (G ol the Inoonme

—— T ———

Tix Act, 1961

L CMF‘

"YOU HAVE NOT DONE ENOLGH AS LONG AS YOU ARE CAPABLE OF DOING MORE " ACT NOW,
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THE
WERITAGE

Features and Fictlon for Today and Tomorrow

COVER;

The image of Buddha in the Shanti Stupa at Dhauli, the
site of Ashoka’s conversion. See article in this issue:
Photo by P.C. Dhir

IZ DHALaLI ITS BLOOD -SOAKED
EARTH CHANGED THE COURSE OF
HISTORY : Vindusar

18. WHO OBSERVES AND WHO IS
OBSERVED? (PHOTO FEATURE)

20, BANGANGA : NOT FAR FROM THE
MADDING CRUWD Gita Kapadia

24. THE RANGALI BIHU OF ASSAM : Nata-
bar Khuntia

32, ALONG THE LAKE HIDDEN IN THE
HILLS : Ganesh Saik -

36, SOLITUDE : STILL NOT A MYTH
{T'H«DTD FEATURE}

—..rﬁi.v.ﬂ.'h- F"‘ﬂ'«'—‘r"‘-’-ﬁ- -" -

38. L[UN"IAELS M. Krishnan

40, NEEM : THE TREE THAT BREATHES
SPIRITUAL ATMOSPHERE : Richard
Pearson

42. THE YOGI AND THE SCORPION : P
Parameswaran

44, IJREM[S THAT REVE.AL (1) : Devapriyo

51. ABAHI\IDR_ANATH TAGDRE Warsha.
Dns

ﬁd—. ..l.r

T

56. LETS GI‘-’E A CHANCE TO THE WRI-
TERS IN PUNJAB : K5 Dugegal
60, MUSIC OF THE SPHER.ES Shmddha‘uan

62. SENDINGBUBBLES INTO THE

CLOUDS : Liaquat Ali Bhatti
66. 'TH'E WHY 'DF THE WURLD

22, JULIUS CAESAR AND KI'NG LEAR
(POETRY) : K.R. Biswas

0. A FOREST ON FIRE : Shrawan Kumar

67. WHEN MUSE GOES HhUGHTY'

69. RHYTHMS OF RURAL LIFE (BOOK
REVIEW)

70. THE PILGRIM : Krushna Prasad Mishra

74. THE HERO : Aadsvan Sundaram

78. THE SE{'.'RET Gfeta Dharmnrn;an

81, LIGIT FROM THE PYRE

(NOVELETTE) : Prema Mandakumar

Also This Month in Indian History (8) Phenome-
na (10) Ideas and Explorations (11)




“FOOLS SHOOTING
EACH OTHER”
Some of your editorials decrying the lack of
conscience in the persons leading the super-
powers inspire me (0 bring 10 the potice of your
readers what Halldor Laxness (85), leeland’s only
Nobel Literature Prize Winner, who is not often
heard in this part of the world, recently said on
this issue: “The world is full of fools shooting each
other for fun. It is the heights of idioey. e
docsn't scem to be any force around that might
wake these people up and tell them to go home

and work.”

New Dethi —A reader
“ROMANCE OF KHAMBA

AND THOIBI"

1 have gone through the article (February "88)
with interest since the legend is from ipur. It
contains some factual errors which should be
pointed out,

1. The photograph captioned “Thoibi Dance
during Lai Haraoba Festival in front of Thangjing
Temple®. was EEEBTEUIE}' taken in front of Thang-
jing Temple, but the scene depicted in th
photograph 15 a tribal Naga Dance performed
during L1 Haraoba Festival. _

2. icc’ardin to legend, Puremba caught nine

lﬁrcqenu:d 1o the King, he did not
his arrows.

tigers alive an
shoot them wi

WOULD-BE CONTRIBUTORS TO
PLEASE NOTE

101" Al would-be contributors dare
.| swudied the different sections of

themes of your work to the editor.
* Articles submitted must be

self-addressed covers.

ta have
HERITAGE.

* Instead of sending complete articles, please send the

your address in the article atself even if a letter

accompanies it,
* In view of the large number of submissions received,
it % pot practical to return articles that cannot be

used unless they are accompanied by stamped

3. According to legend Khamba and his sister
went 1o the house of Thonglen to borrow robes. It
was not corréct to say that Khamba saw his
parents in the dream.

4. The last line of the article, “they were
consigned to the flames in one pyre” is not
correct. They were believed to be buried because
burning the dead body was not in vogue in

Manipur then.
- C. Samarendra Singh
Director

Social Welfare, Arts & Culture
Imphal.

TWO SUGGESTIONS

With keen interest 1 have read your first editorial
in February, '88 issue. Reservation provision in
our Constitution with frequent extensions of
period and widening the smPe to accommodate
new castes has not only belied the hope of the
founding fathers of our Constitution but also
created problems bound to crop up with the
emergence of neo-privileged classes. Reserva-
tions for sake of lower castes have already
Enmne an anachronism, no question of ‘should
come’.

The reservation provisions allow only a
selected number of politicians and bureaucrats
and their Eanﬁl_;hmmbam and relatives to enjoy
the benefits. They have prevented the really




needy members of their castes to get the advan-
tage of the constitutional guarantee. Thus an
honest provisiom is being twisted most dishon-
estly,

To undo such a situation there are two solu-
tions: Education should be mide compulsory
dispensing with the reservation of seats, talents
being given proper recognition and cncourage-
ment, Secondly, employment should be made
obligatory, for at least one member from each

famaly.
Bhl.'l!ﬂ'l‘ll!l“r _GiCi- Fﬂ-l'ida..

A SONG AND ITS POET

In the article on South Indian Music (JTanuary'88),
the author credits Kanakadasa with the composi-
tion of the popular song “Krishna nee begane
baro™. But this song is composed by Shri Mysore
‘u’asudwnchngya and is popularised by Smt. Bala-
saraswati in dance form.

Sirsi —{Prof.) K.¥. Rao
ON DREAMS

Articles in the series on Dreams are at once factual
and analytical. Congratulations., Lshall request
the author te give more emphasis dn the views of
the mystics. We know more or less what psycho-

—Visweswar Patwardhan

logists have o say.
Bombay

C.W. Leadbeater's Dreams had gained renown
long ago. | remember having seen a copy of itin
the book-shelf left by my grandfather, some fifty
years ago. 1 do not know what happened to it.
Since Devapriyo has referred to the work, it must
be still available in print. Will vou kindly let me
know about it?

Dehradun —Dhananjay Joshi

The work, first published in 1898, saw its
Diamond Jubilee Edition in 1935, from which |
guoted passages. | do not know if the book is
still available through any later edition.
—Devapriyo

MY HIMALAYAN
ENCOUNTERS

Mr. Justice G.D. Khosla's sweet reminiscences
most eminently suited the pages of THE HERIT-
AGE, the only maguzine which cares for such
vigneties. Please continue to make these veter-
ans, rich with experiences and gifted with flair for
writing, write for your magazine. [0 not relv on
the impression that reminiscences are enjoyed by
elderly people only, T am in my early thirties and
my younger sister 15 in_her twentizs and we both
are avid readers of “Down Memory Lane™ in
THE HERITAGE.

Calcuita —Vinay Bose
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FALL OF ANOTHER FORT TO NEO-TRIBALISM

By the time this editorial comes to the notice of the readers, we hope that the issue which inspired
this would have been resolved. but we wonder if the disillusionment it has caused us would have lost
its rigours. The trend the incidents exemplified would reguire some inner probing.

One of the last institution in which we had a strong faith was the vocation of the lawyer. An
individual Eavnl;er. like a member of any other profession, may occasionally prove a bully, but when
the lawyers collectively championed a cause, this editor was among those wha believed that they will
champion only a cause which was just, which was in keeping with the ideal of their profession. And
surely, the lawyers collectively stand for the rule of pure and objective application of law, unsoiled
by prejudice, arrogance and emoticn.

is faith has been belied. A Delhi lawyer was arrested, accused as a thief. He was handcuffed.
There is a directive from the Supremc Court that a person merely accused of a crime should not be
handcuffed unless there is reason to suspect that he might try 1o escape. No wonder that the
lawyers should protest against the handcuffing of their colieague, :

Whether the arrested lawyer was guilty of the crime attnbuted 10 him or not is irrelevant at the.
moment. (A lawyer is not expected (o be a thief, but & thief, given the necessary degree or training,
can be a lawyer as much as he can be a collector or a professor or a film star.) A question arises at
this stage: if handcuffing is illegal, it is illegal fof anybody in this circumstance, be he a lawyer or a
tailor. Would the lawyers have raised their collective voice if it were a tailor? The guestion that
foliows is, what was the target of the protest—the act of handcuffing or the act of handcuffing a
lawyer? (The police say that they did not know that the %entleman handcuffed was a lawyer.)

Let us be realistic. The answer lies distributed in both the facts, Handcuffing was unwarranted in
principle; hence there was the reason’s ground for protest. That a lawyer was handcuffed, is the
emotion’s ground for protest. Both were combined in this case. .

So far there is nothing wrong. This is just human.

But the situation took a qualitatively different turn when the lawyers pin-pointed an IPS officer
for discourtesy towards them and demanded her suspension. We can understand any other
collective body making such a demand. But how can the la ers, who uphold the rule of law,
deliver a mob-judgement and insist on its execution? If she is to be suspended, is it not in interest of
law (mind you, the lawyers thrive by law) that her conduct should be investigated into and action
taken nrgxi'mst her if she is found guilty either by her own department or by a court of law? And a
team of two High Court jurl¥ is already at work to find out the facts!

Evidently, the lawyers are led not by any cool objectivity but by emotion—or if we can be
pardoned for doing away with euphemism—Dby ego. They are not doing anything different from

what s0 many other collective bodies do. That is the disappointment, for Ighe lawyers were expected
to do better than flexing muscle.

In recent times we have seen illogical polarisations galore on the basis of caste, religion and
vocation, Such polarisations on wrong issues can only have a chain reaction. Since the police officer
concermned is a woman, some women organisations of Delhi demonstrated against the demand by

the lawyers. At this rate we can visualise a time when if I am accused of something and I am a
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left-hander, all the left-handers should rally round me or, if I am bald, the baldpates of the land
should unite to defend me. Surely, the lawyers should not contribute to such trends of growing
ibalism, at best neo-tribalism. i
tnEHal;sh , the lawyers should reflect on the future of the very philosophy of the legal system even
if the authorities are obliged to concede their demand. Doesn't every lawyer feel proud of tl;:e fact
that our legal system would rather let the Eull go scot-free than punish the innocent?
It is impossible for us to think that individually the lawyers—at least many of them—do not
understand the implication of their action, But their individuality is sacrificed to the collective 2go.

That is the tragedy. L ;
If the lawyeﬁgwege brave enough to say that they have made a wrong clamour, it will be a triumph

of sanity—something we so badly need.

SHUT FOR ART'S SAKE

Occasionally the newspapers carry good news though their display is insignificant
ON when compared to th]l- Eﬂther loud items on display. ? i
THE  Such a news comes from Florence. Most avenues in the heart of Florence are
now shut to traffic—a step taken to protect the art treasures. The spewed out
TIDES chemicals eat away at the art wtﬁks iitgnt_’he renaissance castles either forcing costly
restoration or causing irreparable BEES.
OF  Once at both the ends of a road in Telg:f.liv could be seen a warning: “Silence!
TIME Agnon is at work." This was even before Agnon received the Nobel Prize for
liteeature. This was the nation’s gesture of respect for one of its greatest writers.
di?;?s;i aﬁr. un:;all but significant moves, for they show that we have not been totaily drained of a
gnifi umility.

A SUBTLE FORM OF CHILD ABUSE

DPA reports: Audio-cassettes with new-fangled stories for children to suit the technological age
(tales of space adventures, for example) are driving away from the market in West Germany the
traditional folktales. This observation may hold good for other Western countries too.

And what is happening there, will soon happen in India. Our parents and guardians are only too
ready to behave like the rats following the Pied Piper.

But let us remember—the trend is set not by children’s well-wishers, but by commercial
manufacturers ever eager to cash in on any new innovation. Let us pay heed to those who care for
human values. Psychologist Peter Dettmering of Hamburg says, “Fairy tales give children a pattern
for ¢xp=ﬂcncin§°and overcoming their fears.” A sociologist comments in Die Yeir that the
suppression of folktales is the “most subtle and common form of child abuse.”

l
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GOPAL ROY'S Collection of Poems

‘A STREAM OF
STREAMS’

is published

Price Rs. 8.00 only each

Gopal Roy expresses humanistic things in his own
poet-likke way. 50 his poems have attracted the notice of
artists, poets and intellectuals in different languages
éven before publication as & collection.
—*1 am not a novelist. [ am trying to be a man. Bum
ﬁnu‘r s0 good poetries and shori-stories. You are a
alf-baked man. You are only man who is giving me the
true piclure of West Bengal villages. Write your
autobiography. [ have o read it".
—Mulk Raj Anand

‘Mumbers of good composition at a time. How do you
write excellently without a stop?

—Amuya Chakravorty (One of the greatest poets of
post-Rabindra age, the former secretary (o Rabindra-
nath. One of the most respected humanists in present-
dav world),

B0V TO I QUR PRALIAFENT INTERIST)

CRERTE B STHOWG OFFONTION

@ & @

Probhjot Kaur (A major poet, Punjab) wntes —'Gop- 2
al Roy has studied life directly, not through books. 5, W = MR N
his poetry = heart-felt, clear and fresh. He delves deep i . o £ L T".‘;.E,E}, Yo GTARE BERRATEATIE
into the silences of human existence and uses new ;
images to cxpress his solitude. He 100 is aware of his
surroundings and situation and uses them carefully’...
- You wrte well and are very sensitive’, .,

—Ances Jung (Annie ‘D" Souja, A renpowned script-

wriler)
‘l have resd Gopal Roy's poems. They are guite
interesting’— Vasant Abaji Dahake ( An eminent poet, __;@J;,
Maharastra) -_’,H 4
-..'Very rich in poetic clements’. et
—Nilmani Phookan (An cminent poet of Assam)

DH TUE GRRgh
L r

«.«'Your language is powerful, ideas are good and there
is a deepress in your thinking. So your future i3
bright...’
—Bimal Chandra Ghosh (West Bengal. One of the
grealest poets and men of posi-Rabindra age).
v YU Ewo poetrics seems good 1o me. I a poetry
written in prosaic form is not enriched with deepness
and vastness of thinking, it can't make one delighted.
These two are endowed with such quadities, ..
—Probodfs Chandra Sen (Maker of modern Bengali
rosody and was entitled with the name "Prosodist’ by
abindranath. Known also a5 a scholar and historian
through-out the country).
...'Can be described as unigue...’
—Knshna Das Biswas (A writer, Bangladesh)

DISTRIBUTORS:

Dipalli Book House, 12/1 B, Bankim Chatterjee
St., Calcutta—73,

Bolpur Pustakalaya, Rabindra Sarami, P.O.
Bolpur-Shantiniketan,

Dt. Birbhum, West Bengal, PIN-731 204.
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| April |

| [560; Income Tax was in-
'I sroduced.,

| 1578 Calcutra Museum the
fargest in Asin, was opened
to public in fts present
hrm"..‘é:rg

1889: "The Hindu', which
first appeared on September
20, TE88 oy oa weekly wa
converted fnto a daily.
1912 Capital of Fndia way
effictally xhi ted j'mm Cal-
cutta ta Delhs,

1930 Minimum srarriage-
able age of a girl was fized
at 15 and rhat of & boy ar [8
vears

1936 Orissa became a sepa-
Fare slate.

1%%9: India's first artomic
power stagan of Tarapur
oecame operalional.

April 2

1942 Cripps Proposal was

refected by the Congress.
April 3
1680: Shivaji died ar

Raigarh fort

{838 Queen Victoria was
proclaimed "Empress . of
India’

April 4

I'786: BRurke pur forth
Fieven f-l‘-lqlrgl"f af Corripiron
againtt Warren Hastings in
British Parliament,

1910- Sri Anrobindo
reached Pondicherry which
wltimately became his seat
of Integral Yogo.

1084: Sguadron Leader
Rakesh Sharma war the first
Indian cormonaul o g an
a space flight in Soviet
| spacecraft Soyuzr T 11

| dpeil 5

| 1930 Gendhifi with kis finl-

fowers reached Dandl 1o
hreak the salt low

April 6

1606, Prince Khusru rebel-
led againsr his father
Jahangir,

1664: Sikh Guru Har
Krishan breathed his lase.
1999: The first All-India
‘Harmal' (strike) was called
by Gandhiji ws a part af
Civil Disobedience Move-
menl anains Rowlar Act.
1942: Japanese planes
bombed India for the first
fime,

1966 Mihir Sen swam
across the Palk Strail.
April 7

929 The first comemercial
aviaiion reached India when
London-Caira” Nervice Ef
Imperial Airways of LK
was extended m Karachi.
April 8

1831: Raja Ram Mohan
Rey landed m England.
April ¥

1965 Fiehting broke out
between Indian and Pakis-
tani forces in Rann of
Kuich.

April 10

I875: Arva Samaj was
founded by Swami Day-
anand Saraswal.

i919: Brig. Gen, R.E.H
Dyer issued the infamous
crawling and flogeing order
in Amrisar. 4

1982 India’s multpurpose
satellite INSAT A was
launched.

Aprl I1

1064: Communisi Party of
India was split into Com-
rrunist Party af India and
Communist Party of India
{Marxist).

April 13
1772: Warren Hastngs be-
came the President of Fast
India Co.'s Council in
Bengal,

1919: Bripg, Gen.: R.E.H.
Dver with 50 soldiers indis-
criminately  fired on the
political gathering ar Jal-
lgrnwala Bagh killing 359
persons on the spot and
infuring, 1,516.

April 14

1639: Dara was finally defe-
dted af Dearai by Aurang-
zeh in the srrugele for De-
Ihi's throme,

195(); The sage Ramarna
Maharshi breaihed his las:,
April 15

1956; Vinobha Bhave
started 'Bhoodan’ Move-
ment ar Panchampalli vil-
foge of Telanguna in
Andhra Pradesh.

April 16

I853: Indlan Ratlway was

inmugurated when the first

train left Vicroria Ternuinus

Sration of Hombay for

Thana

April 17

1799 Siege of Srirangapa-

ram began. [t ended with

Tipu's death on May 4.

April 1§

1859: Ram Chandra Pan-

durang, allas Tanda Toge

af Sepoy Mutiny fame, was

Harged,

Apnil 19

1960 Afr fndia entered jet
e with ity first Boeing 707

liight to London

1975: India's first satelfite

‘Arvabhaty” was lamched.

April 2]

I1326: The first Batle - of

Panipat took place between

Ihrahim Lodi and Babar.

April 22 -
[921; Nesaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose resigned his mem-
bership of the Indian Civil
Service for serving the cause
af freedom.

April 23

1774: Britsh Commander
Col, Chapmian  destroyed
Rohda forces and captired
Rohitakhand.

1795 Warren Hastings was
Jn;-uu.:lraf.rf} dacquittea from
alf impeachments against
him
Aprii 24

Bp?“j 525+ Jain Saini
Mahavir expired
1858: Kunwar
breathed his last
1975 2. 500ch anmniversary
of Jain Saint Mahavir's Nir-
vana was observed.

April 25

1982, First regular colour
itelecast was shown in Delh,

April 26

1920 Srinivase Rafmanujarm
expired.

1975; Parliurmemn: ed e
Bill o make Sikkim a e
af Indie, which was effected
on May It

April 2T

i526: Babar way proc-

laimed ‘Badshah® of Delhi.
1878, Caleutta University

gave the first approval for
eligibility of women o Lni-
versity education.

April 29

J979; The veleran revoiu-
tionary Rafa Mahendra
Pratap died.

April 30

1630; Sultan Mahmud of
Ghazni, who repeatedly

plundered India, died in his
capital.

Ningh
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