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i-ead by 94,’,,oo%l_ |
grown-mps!

That is what the National Readership Survey reveals.
Add to this the magazine's target-readership, the
children, and it will be a figure to remember.

But Chandamama’s pride does not rest on the figure.
Published in thirteen languages of

India including Sanskrit, it is a force of unity among
India’s young, 2 magazine that interprets the legends
and episodes of the past in order to help the reader
understand the present and prepare for the future.

Chandamama is also a mission
and a service.

Its BRAILLE edition, published
in four languages, reaches
tens of thousands of blind—free of charge.

GROWING WITH CHANDAMAMA IS GROWING WITH LOVE AND KNOWLEDGE




For Beach Holidays
Tamil Nadu is the Place

The unending long stretches of golden
streaks, the unspoilt, unpolluted, virgin beaches
of Tamil Nadu running along the Blue Seas —
are the ideal destination for those who seek
sun, surf and sand.

Mamallapuram, Kanniyakumari, Rameswaram
and Tiruchendur — offer inviting beachess,
besides other attractions like marvellous
monuments and famous temples with their
architectural wonders — a visit to these
splendid beaches will certainly be an amazing
experience that'll linger in your mind forever.

Come to Tamil Nadu's Spectacular
Beaches — they are the splendid spots
you are looking for.

-l

-
=

DIRECTOR OF TOURISM,

Government of Tamil Nadu, f
Madras-600009. ™..:
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WISHES ITS READERS AND WELL-WISHERS
A PURPOSEFUL AND HAPPY NEW YEAR




JANUARY 1987 VOL. 3 NO. 1

B e

R
I
i

Features and Fiction for Teday and Tomorrow
THE HIMALAYAS: No quantity of tributes can
pay the debt of India's gratitnde to the Hima-
e layas. We begin our New Year with our attention
1 A on this many-splendoured guardian of our nation,

' o || with paintings by Svetoslav Roerich and features
i P by Devapriyo, Ruskin Bond, Anand R. Kondaji,
John Tate and Aditi Vasishtha,

LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN INDIA: Research
& has cstablished beyond doubt the indispensability

© | of mother-tongue as the medium of instruction at
o lin the primary level. Foremost authority Dr. D.P.
Pattanayak emphasises the issue,

s W, IDEALISM IN POLITICS: In recent times ideal-

m ism and politics seem to have become antonyms.
Can this situation be allowed to continue? Dr.
Karan Singh reflects on the guestion.

MY FATHER: THE HERITAGE presents the
works of great modern writers, prefaced by
reminiscences on them by their children, thereby
revealing the human being behind the Eaniu&.
Amrit Rai, scholar, author and Premchand’s son,
remembers his great father.

== REST IN PEACE: A dramatic novella as book
FUU L | o feature, a masterly characterisation of the wild

‘.. | inhabitants of the mountainous frontiers, by the
glory of modern Hindi fiction, Munshi Pre-
mchand, set in the colonial days,

The Guardian Deity of the
Indian sub-cantinent, the
Himalaya is 3 magnificent,
mystenious and sublime waorkd
1:'?' itself. This issue of THE
HERITAGE 15 dedicated fo
this great institution of Ma-
ture. Photograph: VYivek
Anand,

| 26. The Doctrine of Natva 40.The Power of Expectations
42 The phenomenon called Dowsing 44. The Makar Sank-
' ranti 48. Our Nesting Water Birds 50. Meerabai of the
Sonth. 52. The Concept of Intelligence 54. The Man Within
58. The Culprit 62. Volte Face 67. The New Food 68, The
Way of Nature—In January 70, Portrait of the Unknown
Soldier 72. Wild Flowers in the Himalayas

Founder:

B. NAGI REDD1

Publisher & Mg, Editor:

B. VISWANATHA REDDI
Editor:

MANOJ DAS

Exccutive Advisors:

BV, REDDI

B. VENKATRAMA REDDI
Art Consultant:

SISIR DATTA

EDITORIAL AND MANAGEMENT
QFFICE:

Chondamama: Buaildings: Vadapalam,
Madms-600 126, Tel: 423423, 321778,
Telex: M1-M7, Cables: "CHANDAMA-
MA°, REGIONAL OFFICES: NEW
DELHL: Flet No. -F.5. Bhagat Singh
Market, New Delhi-110 001, Phone:
345040, BOMBAY: 98 “Atlanta’ Sth
Floor, 209, Bnckbkkﬁmmaﬁnn. Nari-
man Point, Bombay-400 021, Phone!
223876, CALCLITTA: "Kohinoor®, Flat
No, % 2md Floor, 105, Pork Street,
Calcutta-700 016, Phone: 7.
THE HERITAGE is published monthly
by Chandamams Publications, 188
AK. Salnd, Vadapalani, Madras-
&Nl (K26, Tndia UnautEun‘sﬁd reproduc:
tions in part or in whole, of any artide,
illustration and other materials published
in THE HERITAGE without the written
permission of the publisher i illegal and
stricily forbiddzn. Anmy similarty be-
tween characiens in the fiction published
in THE HERITAGE nnd those: desd or
alive, 13 purely coincidental. Adticles are
to be addressed to the Editor, THE
HERITAGE, Chopdnmoma Buildings,
Vadapalani, Madras-600026, Unsoli-

cted articles cannot by returnad unless

accompanicd by self-addressed covers
and postage. Articles published do nol
necessanily reflect the editoral views.
Subscriptions are 1o be sent by M.CL or
Diemand Deafr (deavn in favour of Daol-
ton Agencics) 1o Dalton Agencies, Chiin-
damuma Buildings; Vadapalani, Matras-
a0 06, Subscribers are reguesied 10
noufy change of address at least six wecks
in advance. Subscription: Annmual
Rs.72.00. Overseat {by gea) LS. $10.
Sin 5321 UK £8 W.Germany
DM 30, and (by wir) 530 /0 5.8407 £20
DM 75 r;:pu:ﬁwl¥. {Rates are subject
o change in freight, ) Overseas subscrip-
tion remittances are to be made in favour
of Chendumama Publications, Vadapala-
ni, Madras-H00 026,
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narrow sphere. Healthy develo

SAD HABITS

I stayed in a room adjacent to a college hostel ina
big fown, as the guest of the hostel superinten-
dent for ten days. I had enough time to talk to the
students. What 1 found out about their reading
habit was appalling. Most of them did not read a
single serious magazine, but all of them read film
magazincs and other cheap magazines, Some of
them read career-promoter magazines and tech-
nical magazines in view of the vocations which
they intended to follow.

What worried me was their narrow readjng
range. While the film and cheap magazines di
not contribute to their infelligence even by an
ounce, and only lowered the level of their taste,
thoughts and dreams and created wrong and
absurd ideas about life itself, the carcer and
technical magazines kept their vision limiled (o a
ent depends on

a bread-based reading habit. But that was sadly

lacking.
What irritated me was the apathy of their
teachers. Nobody bothered to advise them on

these issucs. What was worse, the teachers
thiemselves whiled away their time in the com-
pany lnf dubious publications in their common
room!

— R. Vinavak
Amaravat

THE CONTEMPORARY YOUTH

The article (Today's Topic) ‘Let us Understand
the Contemporary Youth' by Kirect Joshi
{November ‘86) is extremely thaughtapmvuking,
The author has rightly emphasised that the
modernisation of rural youth should not lead to
his alienation from his village and his people. It is
sad that the present education system and the
urban industrialisation is alienating the rural
youth from his village and the people. The youth
should realise that it is the rural society which is
the foundation of our cultural heritage. The
youth's active participation in the integrated




development of rural areas can facilitate in
preserving and building up our country’s heritage

— Kalpana Mohanty
Angul

INTERPRETATIONS PLEASE!

We arc ly impressed by the quality and

standard of Lgt Articles and other wrte-ups

in vour esteemed journal. The cover-

2¢= is not only variegated, but also directly
related to issues of topical interest.

We shall feel grateful if for the purpose of

ing large scale illusions prevalent in a vast

sajority of our people, you would encourage

scation of material giving scientific and ra-

ssomal interpretation and analysis of our ancient

Eeeratere and practices.

— B/L. Gupta
Drelhi

WOULD-BE CONTRIBUTORS TO
PLEASE NOTE

* All would-be contributors are expected to have
studied the different sections of THE
HERITAGE.,

* Instead of sending complete articles, please
send the themes of your work to the editor.

* Articles submitted must be type-written. Please
Five vour address in the article itself even if a
etter accompanies it.

* In view of the large number of submissions
received, it is not practical to return articles
that cannot be used unless they are accompa-
nied by stamped self-addressed covers.
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TWO KINDS OF TERRORISM

There was a time when a journal could wish a hﬂg}r New Year to its readers without reservation. It
is no longer possible 1o do so without some trepidation of heart, Two kinds of terrorism threaten us
over several other problems and danF:rs. One is the terrorism perpetrated by fanatics; the other is
the terrorism by super powers wielding nuclear destructives and their fellow-travellers.

In the January issue of THE HERITAGE, last year, we had discussed the horrendous path the
super-powers were following in their nuclear policy. We had said that uitlluu%]h the great powers
claim that they were arming themselves against each other, in the context of the nuclear reality it
was a lie. They were arming themselves against an unarmed humanity. Countries which are busy
building nuclear bombs and missiles are no longer foes of one another. but, together, constitute a
fraternity of assassins.

Despite the world-wide protests against the nuclear threats, the failure of the summit at
Reykjavik during the passing year only too rudely informs u¢ that the situation has not clm&ged.

"i’]lclhcra nuclear war will occur or not may be a debatable subject; but beyond the sca any
debate is the fact that the Damocles’ Sword t{u: super powers have hung on the head of humanity
has an alarming effect on its normal existence, promoting cynicism, uncertainty and disillusionment
in the very institution of leadership.

As the year came to an end, another disastrous revelation is made about the President of the
United States of America. How far he is responsible for the scandalous deals of his confidants, we
do not know. But one thing is clear. However reassuring may be the statements of the supreme
leader of a powerful country, he stands merely on feet of clay. Just as his political policies can go
awry any tme, so can his management of his nuclear arsenal.

Let us hope again that the incoming year brings better sense to all, including the promoters of the
different brands of terrorism.

A passive hope cannot be of much solace, But there is one ray of inspiration for a hope

itive—in the decision of a small number of U.5. scientists who have resolved not to collaborate
in any activity in the use of nuclear energy for destructive purposes. We congratulate them and
request them to persuade their compatriots to follow their ideal. Those scientists who are
consciously active in the destructive pursuits should be exposed to the public. They are to blame
more than the politicians, for many of the politicians are just ambitious and short-sighted people
always standing on shifting grounds. The scientists are supposed to be intelligent and they follow a
steady discipline, standing on a steady ground. They should not allow a gulf to exist between their
inteiligence and their wisdom.

WHERE LIES DECADENCE?

SOME intellectuals of West Bengal have taken the Left Front Government of the
ON State to task Fur its hobnobbing with some film stars. The film stars, they say,

THE represent decadent values and political parties committed to progressive ideas must
not pamper them.

Any political party will be eager to make use of any popular entertainer. No

TID E S cﬂnsid}refahie d.anger}lries in this kgt:.d of eagerness, it lies c]):eper‘ The intellectuals
need feel caneerned not with the Chief Minister receiving a certain film star in his

OF Secretariat cabin, but with what was happening outside his cabin. The entire

Sectetanat staff had left their work and were n:lmwdin in the balconies and
TIM corridors to have a Darshan of the star, like kids rushing for lollipops. The

decadence is not in the Chief Minister who is a man of maturity, but in these officials—whe are a
sample of our educated masses.
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