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A REPOSITORY OF ARTS &
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The temples of Tamilnadu
reflect the cufture of the
land. They are standing
examples of the finer
arts of the people. The
architectural beauty will
satisfy your aesthatic
sanse.

A rewarding experience.

The fairs & festivals of
Tamilnadu are a great
attraction to Tourists.
Chithirai festival at
Madurai, Garudothsavam
at Kancheepuram,
Pathinettam Perukku
along Cauvery, Karthigai
Deepam at Tiruvannamala
Thai Poosarm at Palani,
Car festival at Madras...
thase festivals are a
colourful pageantry. /

in Tamilnadu, TTDC has
a chain of well appointed
Hotels —"Hotel Tamilnadu
— in all important tourist
centras.

TTDC also operates
exclusive 7 day Coach
tours of Tamilnadu and
South India, arranged
just for your convenience

Also conducted tours of
Madras City, Mamalia-
puram. Kancheepuram
and Thirukkazhukundram

Daily tours to Thirupathy
by A.C. Coach as well.
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Amid the work of darker Powers She [s here
To heal the evils and mistakes of Space

And chonge the tragedy of the ignorant world
Into a Divine comedy of jou

And the laughter and the ropture of God's bliss.
The Mother of God is master of eur souls.

—Savlird, 51 Aurcbindo.”

SALUTATIONS
TO THE MOTHER
ON HER BIRTH ANNIVERSARY:

the Z1st of February.

Works of The Mother, remarkable for their profundity and simplicity, explaining
the past, interpreting the present and shedding light on the future, offering
answers to numerous problems of life, Her Prayers and Meditations, Thoughts
and Aphorisms, guidelines on education and other issues of importance are
available in 15 Volumes of handy size, as individual volumes or in a complete set.
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TV AND OQUR READING
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Mohanty from India and Philip
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probe into the issue that s of
cardinal importance to today’s
India,
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TRUTH AND CENSORSHIP
Well-known author of Nime
Hours to Rama, Prof, Stanley
Wolpert, makes a disarming
gratement on his predicamant in
both India and Pakistan in regard
to two of his major works.

THE CHHAU DANCE OF
MAYURABHAN]

Dr. Kapila Varsayan, an author-
ity on the dance tradition of India
makes & revealing study of this
dance form, explaning how folk
and classical elements combine ip
a unigque harmory,




Since nmes in meémorial the Indian
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the stone to give forms to their inspic-
atdon. The depicuon of Krishna with
Gopis and cows on metal is in this
u.uj:.uurl. though executed by a con-
temporary sculpror, Senathipachi, of
Cholamandal. (Sé¢ article 1o thas
igaue, )
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CRIME AND CLAIR-
VOYANCE

Prognosis on pre-vision, whatey-
er be the name we pive to the
strange l1ur|1:m. ﬁ-.u]l‘l.' thar de-

tects and [oresees hdppenings ma
way thar defies logic, this phe-
nomenon has heen of great help
to the police!

A STORY ABOUT TEA
Not only Nawpre's love and hu-
man h,,li], |r1LL ,1i~.a_: ];:!_;1:“1:.'-.: Contri-
bute to the warmth of this thivie-
sallv strmulatmgy drmi. A dom.
plete book fexwure by Arop
Kumar Dotz
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THE TV CULTURE IN INDIA

There were honest and dishonest people, truthful and net truthful, kind and unkind people before the
newspapers came into being. The natural arrangement remained undisturbed after the advent of the
newspapers. There were wise and not-so-wise before the cinema or the radio was introduced and the
division remained equally distinct even after these media became popular.

And the same law will continue to be in operation after the flooding of the society by the TV; some
people will continue to be decent and some otherwise as was the case in the pre-TV days. In the long
run it is not the film or the TV or somé such thing that moulds our destiny or gives 1 character to our
spirit; that function is discharged by something far greater than these innovations.

But let it be repeated, that is in the long run. At any given time, much can happen to exercise our
attention. The average man being a repository of both good and bad possibilities, though good is
expected to triumph ultimately, he can be reduced 1o a pupper by forces of mischief.

In India, the time bas just come when we have to take most serious note of this fact, Vast areas have
come under the reach of the TV, Much of the conduet of the masses, much of their life-style and much
of their thinking process are going to be determined by this medium, The time bas just come when we
have to remember that TV, atterall, is 2 means, Aot an end, We must not surrender this means 1o the
demands of reckless elements. It has caused much damage to several societies. Let it not do the same
to India.

There are intelligent, educative and beautiful tems prapared in other countries and our TV is
borrowing some of them particularly from the U1.5.A. and the UK. and Japan. It is alse giving a
boost 10 our artistes and highlighting aspects of our cultural heritage. The authorities should be
thanked for this. However, they cannot bur do this much and this does not require any special
dynamism or vision on their part,

This smd, we must ask curselves: Is the Indian TV going to assume a character of s own? Or, izt
just r:signing iself, withour any resistance, to the pﬂwerhd world current that is sweeping this
medium? It should not be too late when we wake up to the mischief it might have already caused to
the psychological climate of India '

If we are to hage our observation on the trends that are phvious, we muse say that the institution, at
the moment, is not run by the kind of consciousness and conscience that can give it a distinct Indian
character. Tts own programme lacks quality and imaginativeness, while, on the other hand, that part of
its programme which is sold to advertisers is already in the process of being abused. I must confess
that one of the most irritating sounds for me 1s the professional vaice announcing or singing out the
glory of a preduct; | must also confess that the moment | see 2 good scene mvfrruﬁrcd by a
superimposition of the legend of its sponsor, T instantly take a decision never to patronise that house,
for it does not have any respect for our aesthetic sanse.| am sure, there are many individuals like me.
But that is a different matter. Whar is 2 matter of great concern is the cool indiscrimination with which
sometimes programmes are presented. Here is an illustration: On the 9th of March a certain cultural
extravaginza which had been institured in aid of the victims of the Bhopal gas tragedy was relecast.
The whole programme was executed by the aspiring young artistes who were imitaung third grade
Western—American to be more particular-pop music and rock and twist and what not. Now, who can
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infuse that much sensibility into those minds which sponsored the programme or those which allowed
it on the TV that there was a chasm between the purpose of the presentanion and its content? Whao can
make them realise that it amounted to a nidicule of thdse unfortunate people of Bhopal? Already
victims of a Machiavellian commercial adventure, must they be greeted with the echoes of a decadent
culture emanating from the same level of anarachy, by artistes who oo were victims, bur by chojce, of
an equally poisonous gas?

A child came to his father and demanded money for buying a certain beverage, When questioned,
his calm reply was that they were going for & “Gossip® pany for which the beverage was
indispensable, Inquiry showed that gossip had already assumed a status, thanks 1o repeated claim of a
produce over the TV, No use of shcﬁinﬁ tears over the impact or influence of the TV programme ata
later stage. There are forces, mostly commercial, supported by an unsuspecting if not a vested-inrerest
burtaueracy, which put into crculation insensitive and crude slogans. Once they lhad ganed
acceptance and currency, it is only a step more to the ugly, the vulgar and the violent, It may hure
some peaple, but for the sake of our tomorrows, we must protest against all irrespansible handling of
this medivm. We must do cur best 1o resist this new force from turning monstrous. Beware of the
Western example.

This is just the moming of the TV culture in India. If we wish, we can, instead of being swept by
the ill-wind from the Western direction, set a new example. We can give a civilised turn to the
medium, can make it a true vehicle of culewre and creadvity, There is no reason why our TV cannot
become a model for the world.

THE READER AND THE VIEWER

An International seminar was sponsored by the Mational Book Trust, India, in New

ON Delhi, during the World Book Far in February, to discuss one aspect of the

THE situation: the effect of the audio-visual media on the reading habit of rhe children.

{Please see the Topic on the Day.) Most of the participants agreed that however good

TIDES and sane be the use of the TV, it can never be & substitute for the book.

‘It is often asked today, what is wrong with the audio-visual means of imparting

OF knowledge since it can do so more effectively than the books? The question emanates

TIME from an incomplete idea of the role of educarion in the making of man, from the idea

that it was cnough to be ntelligent or well-informed, It ignores the tuth that man

has an inner spirit which has the need for continuing 2 silent dialogue, a privats exchange, with the

spirit of a worthy book. However well-produced 25 2 visual a classic warE ofditerature may be, it is

after all only an interpretation by its actors and directors. The makers of the audio-visnal version

present the scenes and the characters as they visualise them. The freedom of the wiewer is limited.

Bur mnfinite is the reader’s freedom in creating his own world out of 2 book. This freedom is

indispensable for the growth of his imaginativeness, for the development of his own insight into
literary work.

Needless 1o say, much depends on the quality of the book, To keep alive the habit of reading is

important, but more important than that is promoting the habit of reading good literature, not books

¥ that are produced just to rival the audio-visual invasion.




[ VIEWS AND VOICES

A MOTHER'S ANGUISH

1 bave no comment to make on any particular article in
THE HERITAGE. They all bave been goovd o far
Same have been excellent, masterly exerceres i crearive
thinking and creative writing,

{ haype sumethng to say i g genmeval way, something
karn okt of 4 deep anguish, T do not kenow bow o give
e;PrEﬁj'an to it. [ bave never written a letter to any
editor, | may mot be able to put down my ideas in an
arganised marner. You may do the needful te bring it 1o
a shape. I have been a mother of four children—one girl
and three boys. My dasghter, @ mother of two reen-age
children, shares my anguish.

This iy it: A gemeration of readers bhas been comrupred
systematically oy a fat giossy crap of magazines the
publishers of which know nothing but money. Through
seuff that are vulgar, through sensations created ij
exaggerated or partial repovting of events, and what is
worse, glorifving gossip thraugh well-printed pictures,
they have done more barm to the mental health of the
wulnerable young than malsris and small-pox condd
together huve dome to the physical health. We have
almost eradicated malana and small-pox, but we have
nurtured these barmful poison plants. The parents are
silent spectators to this speedy anddangerous deteriorazion
in the mental bealth of the emerging socety, What
comiceence, what. brilliance, what bumanity can be
experted of children who are regularly fed with filths

Can [ not, through the columns of yowr magazine,
appeal to publishers of swch rotien materials to stop
wasting valwable paper? Why don’t they think of thew
puln children? What respect will ther ditldren and
grand-childyen bave for them when they realise that
their parents valued money more than morality, were
busy collecting obscene pictures to exploit the readers?
When these wealthy owners of presy and publications lose
the respect of thedr own children, what is the use of all the
maney they spend om educating them?

Can [ not appeal to people like myself—fathers and
mothers—to avoid sick ugly things? Must they patronise
poisen that kalls the triue vitality of their childrent

I appeal ta you, in the name of numerons mathers, to
somEl o ﬁrmg my angeish to the notice af those
congerned,

Bombay A Mother

A FABULIST OF OUR TIME

I ar a great lover of fubles—both old and new. |
believe, to keep on loving fables is 1o keep alive the
imnocence of a chidd m onr bearts. I bad read
Thurber's ‘Fables of Onr Time' and Manoy Das’s
‘Fablegand Fantasies for Adults’ (Orient Faper-
backs) more than once. Though written in the style
of fables, they are sophisticated saviver and they fall
tnto a class by themselves; they are uot fables in the
old sense of the term, It is beartening to know that
tiere is an Indian who writes fables in the ancient
pattern. Congratulamons to AN, Bhatt. Were the
fables quored m ks language or were they summa-
rised?
Tatanagar. —Sumitra Biswas.
The fables quoted in the staff-written article were
by AN, Bhatt. They were nor apridged,
—Editor.

_ THE RED FORT
The January issue of THE HERITAGE was agam
most beautiful. The cover picture alone is a
treasure—and so are the varions articles, each one
i af bigh standavd

But I have a cornment to make an the article on
the Red Fore,

I can fully understand that 1t could be written
and published. See the wrong statements about the
gloriows Indian architecture of premuslim ovigin
are repeated and reprinted ad mfintim!

But THE HERITAGE should never repeat
those stories!

Please be so kind, go through the enclosed
booklet published more than 10 years ago. Before
and after reading it [ have been brought to the Red
Fort and I have been told the trath uic-rﬂ' it Which
ts so well known tv Delhi aiizens! (As every citizen
of Agra knows the true origm of the Taj Mabal,
that famows premuslim monument ).
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it may be shockig for you to be confronted with
something that contradicts the common textsin the
butory books! How may you take it?
Pondicherry. —Sibylle Sharma-Hablik,

The bunka’eriﬂau"rﬁe Red Fore, Delbi, belong to
Skahjahan’s Time? by M.5. Bhatnagar presents
forceful arguments in favonr of the Red Fort bemg
an carlier monument.

—Ediior.

The p, publshed with the article on
ﬁz-ﬁﬁﬁfm, Calcatta, were specitly
taker for THE HERITAGE by Shri Arun
Bosak. The omission of his name is regretted,

The black & white prctnre sbowing a view
of the cumps with the article on Kumbh Mela
was by Devautt.

i had wisited the Red Fort twice. But | felt that my
real visit took place only after reading ‘The Story of
Red Fort' by Swapma Dutta (January F6) Euch
fssue of THE HERITAGE goes ¢ lond way i
quenching my thirst for knowing onr beritage.

Bombay. —Richard |, Peters

CHILKA—THE UNWRITTEN ASPECT

Congratulations for your excellent article an *Chil-
ka Lake’ by Savat Chandra (January '86). Howey-
er we, the hundred thousand inbabitanss of Pari-
kud and otbey 1slands of this bliee Lake ave leading a
harrowing iife becawse of drought, lack of water
and  communigetion  facilities. Next time please
focus on these problems.
BParikud (Chilka) —Subas Chandra Kay,

Secretary,
Parikud Youth Club and Pathagar.

DEPLORABLE APATHY

‘A Short Walk to Roapkund’ by Avand R Kundaji
(February '86) was writtent with the sinreriy :.IJIr;z
true lover of Natwre. His comment on the despic-
able babit of trekkers, ‘must be taken seniously, in
Ladabh [ast year, | was aghas! to observe the total
apathy of trekkers, holtdayers and towrists rowards
thre environment. Out to “kave 4 good time*, they
leave bebind a tradl of balf-caten food-stuff, empty
Cans, ern.lfes, :u:s_j?'ff Wrappers and crparette-cartons.

They go out looking for peace and damage the
prospect of peace for vthers.

Madras, =5, Ganesh

Sir

In my atticle on che Pipil Appligue Craft, an
appligue Shamiana of 40 feet by 40 feet has been
prived ar Rs. 1,000, Actuaily thar should bave been
Rs. 10.0001-

Bbaskar Parichha
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